YEAR 1, PROPER 4, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiastes

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in
Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity
of vanities! All 1s vanity. What does man gain by all the
toil at which he toils under the sun? A generation goes,
and a generation comes, but the earth remains for
ever. The sun rises and the sun goes down, and
hastens to the place where it rises. The wind blows to
the south, and goes round to the north; round and
round goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind
returns. All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not
full; to the place where the streams flow, there they
flow again. All things are full of weariness; a man
cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor
the ear filled with hearing. What has been is what will
be, and what has been done is what will be done; and
there is nothing new under the sun. Is there a thing of
which i1t 1s said, “See, this 1s new”’? It has been already,
in the ages before us. There is no remembrance of
former things, nor will there be any remembrance of
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later things yet to happen among those who come

after.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to his disciples, ““The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that
he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven 1s
like a net which was thrown into the sea and gathered
fish of every kind; when 1t was full, men drew it ashore
and sat down and sorted the good into vessels but
threw away the bad. So it will be at the close of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous, and throw them into the furnace
of fire; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.
Have you understood all this?”” They said to him,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like a householder who brings out of his treasure what
is new and what is old.” And when Jesus had finished
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these parables, he went away from there, and coming
to his own country he taught them in their synagogue,
so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this
man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not
this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and
Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?
Where then did this man get all this?” And they took
offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is
not without honor except in his own country and in
his own house.” And he did not do many mighty
works there, because of their unbelief.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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