YEAR 1, PROPER 4, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiastes

So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and
folly; for what can the man do who comes after the
king? Only what he has already done. Then I saw that
wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness. The wise
man has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks 1n
darkness; and yet I perceived that one fate comes to all
of them. Then I said to myself, “What befalls the fool
will befall me also; why then have I been so very
wise?” And I said to myself that this also is vanity. For
of the wise man as of the fool there 1s no enduring
remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will
have been long forgotten. How the wise man dies just
like the fool! So I hated life, because what is done
under the sun was grievous to me; for all is vanity and
a striving after wind. I hated all my toil in which I had
toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the
man who will come after me; and who knows whether
he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will be master
of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under
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the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned about and gave
my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors
under the sun, because sometimes a man who has
toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must
leave all to be enjoyed by a man who did not toil for it.
This also 1s vanity and a great evil. What has a man
from all the toil and strain with which he toils beneath
the sun? For all his days are full of pain, and his work
is a vexation; even 1n the night his mind does not rest.
This also 1s vanity. There 1s nothing better for a man
than that he should eat and drink, and find enjoyment
in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God,;
for apart from him who can eat or who can have
enjoyment? For to the man who pleases him God
gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner
he gives the work of gathering and heaping, only to
give to one who pleases God. This also 1s vanity and a
striving after wind.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was passing along
between Sama'ria and Galilee. And as he entered a
village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a
distance and lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”
And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face
at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a
Samaritan. Then said Jesus, “Were not ten cleansed?
Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and
give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said
to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made
you well.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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