
YEAR 1, PROPER 4, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 
break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to 
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time
for war, and a time for peace. What gain has the 
worker from his toil? I have seen the business that 
God has given to the sons of  men to be busy with. He
has made everything beautiful in its time; also he has 
put eternity into man’s mind, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the beginning to the
end. I know that there is nothing better for them than 
to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; 
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also that it is God’s gift to man that every one should 
eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil. I know 
that whatever God does endures for ever; nothing can 
be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has 
made it so, in order that men should fear before him. 
That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already has been; and God seeks what has been driven 
away.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of  
God was coming, Jesus answered them, “The kingdom
of  God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor 
will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of  God is in the midst of  you.” And he said 
to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will 
desire to see one of  the days of  the Son of  man, and 
you will not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Lo, there!’
or ‘Lo, here!’ Do not go, do not follow them. For as 
the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one 
side to the other, so will the Son of  man be in his day. 
But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by
this generation. As it was in the days of  Noah, so will 

YEAR 1, PROPER 4, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ECCLESIASTES 3:1–15; LUKE 17:20–37



it be in the days of  the Son of  man. They ate, they 
drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until 
the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood 
came and destroyed them all. Likewise as it was in the 
days of  Lot—they ate, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they built, but on the day when Lot 
went out from Sodom fire and sulphur rained from 
heaven and destroyed them all—so will it be on the 
day when the Son of  man is revealed. On that day, let 
him who is on the housetop, with his goods in the 
house, not come down to take them away; and likewise
let him who is in the field not turn back. Remember 
Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to gain his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life will preserve it. I tell you, in 
that night there will be two in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other left. There will be two women 
grinding together; one will be taken and the other 
left.” And they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to
them, “Where the body is, there the eagles will be 
gathered together.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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