
YEAR 1, PROPER 4, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “You 
shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns 
which the LORD your God gives you, according to 
your tribes; and they shall judge the people with 
righteous judgment. You shall not pervert justice; you 
shall not show partiality; and you shall not take a bribe,
for a bribe blinds the eyes of  the wise and subverts the
cause of  the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you 
shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land 
which the LORD your God gives you. When you come 
to the land which the LORD your God gives you, and 
you possess it and dwell in it, and then say, ‘I will set a 
king over me, like all the nations that are round about 
me’; you may indeed set as king over you him whom 
the LORD your God will choose. One from among 
your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may 
not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 
Only he must not multiply horses for himself, or cause
the people to return to Egypt in order to multiply 
horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall 
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never return that way again.’ And he shall not multiply 
wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he 
greatly multiply for himself  silver and gold. And when 
he sits on the throne of  his kingdom, he shall write for
himself  in a book a copy of  this law, from that which 
is in the charge of  the Levitical priests; and it shall be 
with him, and he shall read in it all the days of  his life, 
that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by 
keeping all the words of  this law and these statutes, 
and doing them; that his heart may not be lifted up 
above his brethren, and that he may not turn aside 
from the commandment, either to the right hand or to
the left; so that he may continue long in his kingdom, 
he and his children, in Israel.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Macedo'nia mass-uh-DOH-nee-uh
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
We want you to know, brethren, about the grace of  
God which has been shown in the churches of  
Macedo'nia, for in a severe test of  affliction, their 
abundance of  joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of  liberality on their part. For 
they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and
beyond their means, of  their own free will, begging us 
earnestly for the favor of  taking part in the relief  of  
the saints—and this, not as we expected, but first they 
gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of  
God. Accordingly we have urged Titus that as he had 
already made a beginning, he should also complete 
among you this gracious work. Now as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in your love for us—see that you 
excel in this gracious work also. I say this not as a 
command, but to prove by the earnestness of  others 
that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich. And in this matter I give my 
advice: it is best for you now to complete what a year 
ago you began not only to do but to desire, so that 
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your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your 
completing it out of  what you have. For if  the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a 
man has, not according to what he has not. I do not 
mean that others should be eased and you burdened, 
but that as a matter of  equality your abundance at the 
present time should supply their want, so that their 
abundance may supply your want, that there may be 
equality. As it is written, “He who gathered much had 
nothing over, and he who gathered little had no lack.” 
But thanks be to God who puts the same earnest care 
for you into the heart of  Titus. 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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