
YEAR 1, PROPER 4, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
Guard your steps when you go to the house of  God; 
to draw near to listen is better than to offer the 
sacrifice of  fools; for they do not know that they are 
doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your 
heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is 
in heaven, and you upon earth; therefore let your 
words be few. For a dream comes with much business, 
and a fool’s voice with many words. When you vow a 
vow to God, do not delay paying it; for he has no 
pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that 
you should not vow than that you should vow and not 
pay. Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not 
say before the messenger that it was a mistake; why 
should God be angry at your voice, and destroy the 
work of  your hands? For when dreams increase, empty
words grow many: but do you fear God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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ECCLESIASTES 5:1–7; LUKE 18:9–14



The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and despised 
others: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I 
thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week, I give tithes of  all that I get.’ But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the other; for 
every one who exalts himself  will be humbled, but he 
who humbles himself  will be exalted.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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