
YEAR 1, PROPER 4, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
If  you see in a province the poor oppressed and 
justice and right violently taken away, do not be 
amazed at the matter; for the high official is watched 
by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. 
But in all, a king is an advantage to a land with 
cultivated fields. He who loves money will not be 
satisfied with money; nor he who loves wealth, with 
gain: this also is vanity. When goods increase, they 
increase who eat them; and what gain has their owner 
but to see them with his eyes? Sweet is the sleep of  a 
laborer, whether he eats little or much; but the surfeit 
of  the rich will not let him sleep. There is a grievous 
evil which I have seen under the sun: riches were kept 
by their owner to his hurt, and those riches were lost 
in a bad venture; and he is father of  a son, but he has 
nothing in his hand. As he came from his mother’s 
womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall 
take nothing for his toil, which he may carry away in 
his hand. This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, 
so shall he go; and what gain has he that he toiled for 
the wind, and spent all his days in darkness and grief, 
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in much vexation and sickness and resentment? 
Behold, what I have seen to be good and to be fitting 
is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil 
with which one toils under the sun the few days of  his 
life which God has given him, for this is his lot. Every 
man also to whom God has given wealth and 
possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept 
his lot and find enjoyment in his toil—this is the gift 
of  God. For he will not much remember the days of  
his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in 
his heart.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Now they were bringing even infants to Jesus that he 
might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they 
rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, 
“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of  God. Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a child shall not enter it.” And a ruler asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
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commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not kill,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your 
father and mother.’ ” And he said, “All these I have 
observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, 
he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that 
you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when 
he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich. 
Jesus looking at him said, “How hard it is for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of  God! For it 
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of  a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of  God.” 
Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 
But he said, “What is impossible with men is possible 
with God.” And Peter said, “Lo, we have left our 
homes and followed you.” And he said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no man who has left 
house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for 
the sake of  the kingdom of  God, who will not receive 
manifold more in this time, and in the age to come 
eternal life.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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