
YEAR 1, PROPER 5, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Zeboi'im zi-BOY-im

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: “You 
know how we dwelt in the land of  Egypt, and how we
came through the midst of  the nations through which 
you passed; and you have seen their detestable things, 
their idols of  wood and stone, of  silver and gold, 
which were among them. Beware lest there be among 
you a man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart 
turns away this day from the LORD our God to go and
serve the gods of  those nations; lest there be among 
you a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, one who,
when he hears the words of  this sworn covenant, 
blesses himself  in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be safe, 
though I walk in the stubbornness of  my heart.’ This 
would lead to the sweeping away of  moist and dry 
alike. The LORD would not pardon him, but rather the
anger of  the LORD and his jealousy would smoke 
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against that man, and the curses written in this book 
would settle upon him, and the LORD would blot out 
his name from under heaven. And the LORD would 
single him out from all the tribes of  Israel for calamity,
in accordance with all the curses of  the covenant 
written in this book of  the law. And the generation to 
come, your children who rise up after you, and the 
foreigner who comes from a far land, would say, when 
they see the afflictions of  that land and the sicknesses 
with which the LORD has made it sick—the whole 
land brimstone and salt, and a burnt-out waste, 
unsown, and growing nothing, where no grass can 
sprout, an overthrow like that of  Sodom and 
Gomor'rah, Admah and Zeboi'im, which the LORD 
overthrew in his anger and wrath—yea, all the nations 
would say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land? 
What means the heat of  this great anger?’ Then men 
would say, ‘It is because they forsook the covenant of  
the LORD, the God of  their fathers, which he made 
with them when he brought them out of  the land of  
Egypt, and went and served other gods and worshiped
them, gods whom they had not known and whom he 
had not allotted to them; therefore the anger of  the 
LORD was kindled against this land, bringing upon it 
all the curses written in this book; and the LORD 
uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and 
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great wrath, and cast them into another land, as at this 
day.’ The secret things belong to the LORD our God; 
but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our
children for ever, that we may do all the words of  this 
law.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of  twelve stars; she was with 
child and she cried out in her pangs of  birth, in 
anguish for delivery. And another portent appeared in 
heaven; behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven diadems upon his heads. His 
tail swept down a third of  the stars of  heaven, and 
cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before 
the woman who was about to bear a child, that he 
might devour her child when she brought it forth; she 
brought forth a male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of  iron, but her child was caught up
to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in 
which to be nourished for one thousand two hundred 
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and sixty days. Now war arose in heaven, Michael and 
his angels fighting against the dragon; and the dragon 
and his angels fought, but they were defeated and 
there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver
of  the whole world—he was thrown down to the 
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And
I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of  our God 
and the authority of  his Christ have come, for the 
accuser of  our brethren has been thrown down, who 
accuses them day and night before our God. And they 
have conquered him by the blood of  the Lamb and by 
the word of  their testimony, for they loved not their 
lives even unto death. Rejoice then, O heaven and you 
that dwell therein! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 
for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, 
because he knows that his time is short!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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