
YEAR 1, PROPER 5, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and 
it lies heavy upon men: a man to whom God gives 
wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks 
nothing of  all that he desires, yet God does not give 
him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them; 
this is vanity; it is a sore affliction. If  a man begets a 
hundred children, and lives many years, so that the 
days of  his years are many, but he does not enjoy life’s 
good things, and also has no burial, I say that an 
untimely birth is better off  than he. For it comes into 
vanity and goes into darkness, and in darkness its 
name is covered; moreover it has not seen the sun or 
known anything; yet it finds rest rather than he. Even 
though he should live a thousand years twice told, yet 
enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place? All the
toil of  man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not 
satisfied. For what advantage has the wise man over 
the fool? And what does the poor man have who 
knows how to conduct himself  before the living? 
Better is the sight of  the eyes than the wandering of  
desire; this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
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Whatever has come to be has already been named, and
it is known what man is, and that he is not able to 
dispute with one stronger than he. The more words, 
the more vanity, and what is man the better? For who 
knows what is good for man while he lives the few 
days of  his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? 
For who can tell man what will be after him under the 
sun?
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Mag'adan MAG-uh-dan

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus went on from the district of  Tyre and Sidon
and passed along the Sea of  Galilee. And he went up 
on the mountain, and sat down there. And great 
crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the 
maimed, the blind, the dumb, and many others, and 
they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that 
the throng wondered, when they saw the dumb 
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speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the
blind seeing; and they glorified the God of  Israel. 
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have
compassion on the crowd, because they have been 
with me now three days, and have nothing to eat; and I
am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint 
on the way.” And the disciples said to him, “Where are
we to get bread enough in the desert to feed so great a
crowd?” And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves 
have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 
And commanding the crowd to sit down on the 
ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish, and 
having given thanks he broke them and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied; and they 
took up seven baskets full of  the broken pieces left 
over. Those who ate were four thousand men, besides 
women and children. And sending away the crowds, he
got into the boat and went to the region of  Mag'adan.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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