YEAR 1, PROPER 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiastes

Who is like the wise man? And who knows the
interpretation of a thing? A man’s wisdom makes his
face shine, and the hardness of his countenance is
changed. Keep the king’s command, and because of
your sacred oath be not dismayed; go from his
presence, do not delay when the matter is unpleasant,
for he does whatever he pleases. For the word of the
king 1s supreme, and who may say to him, “What are
you doing?” He who obeys a command will meet no
harm, and the mind of a wise man will know the time
and way. For every matter has its time and way,
although man’s trouble lies heavy upon him. For he
does not know what is to be, for who can tell him how
it will be? No man has power to retain the spirit, or
authority over the day of death; there is no discharge
from war, nor will wickedness deliver those who are
given to it. All this I observed while applying my mind
to all that 1s done under the sun, while man lords it
over man to his hurt. Then I saw the wicked butied;
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they used to go in and out of the holy place, and were
praised in the city where they had done such things.
This also is vanity. Because sentence against an evil
deed 1s not executed speedily, the heart of the sons of
men is fully set to do evil. Though a sinner does evil a
hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it
will be well with those who fear God, because they
fear before him; but it will not be well with the wicked,
neither will he prolong his days like a shadow, because
he does not fear before God. There is a vanity which
takes place on earth, that there are righteous men to
whom 1t happens according to the deeds of the
wicked, and there are wicked men to whom it happens
according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this
also 1s vanity. And I commend enjoyment, for man has
no good thing under the sun but to eat and drink, and
enjoy himself, for this will go with him 1n his toil
through the days of life which God gives him under
the sun. When I applied my mind to know wisdom,
and to see the business that 1s done on earth, how
neither day nor night one’s eyes see sleep; then I saw
all the work of God, that man cannot find out the
work that is done under the sun. However much man
may toll in seeking, he will not find it out; even though
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a wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out. But
all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the
righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand
of God; whether it is love or hate man does not know.
Everything before them is vanity, since one fate comes
to all, to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and
the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who
sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As is the
good man, so 1s the sinner; and he who swears is as he
who shuns an oath. This is an evil in all that is done
under the sun, that one fate comes to all; also the
hearts of men are full of evil, and madness is in their
hearts while they live, and after that they go to the
dead. But he who is joined with all the living has hope,
for a living dog is better than a dead lion. For the
living know that they will die, but the dead know
nothing, and they have no more reward; but the
memory of them is lost. Their love and their hate and
their envy have already perished, and they have no
more for ever any share in all that 1s done under the
sun

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And taking the twelve, Jesus said to them, “Behold, we
are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is
written of the Son of man by the prophets will be
accomplished. For he will be delivered to the Gentiles,
and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit
upon; they will scourge him and kill him, and on the
third day he will rise.” But they understood none of
these things; this saying was hid from them, and they
did not grasp what was said. As he drew near to
Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begoing; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired
what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is
passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And those who were 1n front rebuked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus
stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him;
and when he came near, he asked him, “What do you
want me to do for your” He said, “Lord, let me
recetve my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive
your sight; your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he received his sight and followed him,
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glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it,
gave praise to God.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER
ECCLESIASTES 8:1-9:6*; LUKE 18:31-43

BEGINNING WITH SATURDAY OF PROPER 4, THE LESSONS FROM ECCLESIASTES ARE REORDERED SO
THAT ALL OF THE BOOK IS READ AT THE DAILY OFFICE.



