
YEAR 1, PROPER 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
A good name is better than precious ointment; and the
day of  death, than the day of  birth. It is better to go to
the house of  mourning than to go to the house of  
feasting; for this is the end of  all men, and the living 
will lay it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter, for 
by sadness of  countenance the heart is made glad. The
heart of  the wise is in the house of  mourning; but the 
heart of  fools is in the house of  mirth. It is better for 
a man to hear the rebuke of  the wise than to hear the 
song of  fools. For as the crackling of  thorns under a 
pot, so is the laughter of  the fools; this also is vanity. 
Surely oppression makes the wise man foolish, and a 
bribe corrupts the mind. Better is the end of  a thing 
than its beginning; and the patient in spirit is better 
than the proud in spirit. Be not quick to anger, for 
anger lodges in the bosom of  fools. Say not, “Why 
were the former days better than these?” For it is not 
from wisdom that you ask this. Wisdom is good with 
an inheritance, an advantage to those who see the sun. 
For the protection of  wisdom is like the protection of  
money; and the advantage of  knowledge is that 
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wisdom preserves the life of  him who has it. Consider
the work of  God; who can make straight what he has 
made crooked? In the day of  prosperity be joyful, and 
in the day of  adversity consider; God has made the 
one as well as the other, so that man may not find out 
anything that will be after him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Taking the twelve, Jesus said to them, “Behold, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written 
of  the Son of  man by the prophets will be 
accomplished. For he will be delivered to the Gentiles, 
and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit 
upon; they will scourge him and kill him, and on the 
third day he will rise.” But they understood none of  
these things; this saying was hid from them, and they 
did not grasp what was said. As he drew near to 
Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired 
what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of  Nazareth is 
passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of  David, have 
mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked 
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the 
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more, “Son of  David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus 
stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; 
and when he came near, he asked him, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive
my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; 
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he 
received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; 
and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to 
God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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