
YEAR 1, PROPER 5, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses spoke the words of  this song until they were 
finished, in the ears of  all the assembly of  Israel: 
“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; and let the 
earth hear the words of  my mouth. May my teaching 
drop as the rain, my speech distil as the dew, as the 
gentle rain upon the tender grass, and as the showers 
upon the herb. For I will proclaim the name of  the 
LORD. Ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock, his 
work is perfect; for all his ways are justice. A God of  
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
They have dealt corruptly with him, they are no longer
his children because of  their blemish; they are a 
perverse and crooked generation. Do you thus requite 
the LORD, you foolish and senseless people? Is not he 
your father, who created you, who made you and 
established you? Remember the days of  old, consider 
the years of  many generations; ask your father, and he 
will show you; your elders, and they will tell you. When
the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 
when he separated the sons of  men, he fixed the 

YEAR 1, PROPER 5, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

DEUTERONOMY 31:30–32:14; 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21B–33



bounds of  the peoples according to the number of  the
sons of  God. For the LORD’s portion is his people, 
Jacob his allotted heritage. He found him in a desert 
land, and in the howling waste of  the wilderness; he 
encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the 
apple of  his eye. Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 
that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, 
catching them, bearing them on its pinions, the LORD 
alone did lead him, and there was no foreign god with 
him. He made him ride on the high places of  the 
earth, and he ate the produce of  the field; and he 
made him suck honey out of  the rock, and oil out of  
the flinty rock. Curds from the herd, and milk from 
the flock, with fat of  lambs and rams, herds of  
Ba'shan and goats, with the finest of  the wheat—and 
of  the blood of  the grape you drank wine.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Whatever any one dares to boast of—I am speaking as
a fool—I also dare to boast of  that. Are they 
Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are 
they descendants of  Abraham? So am I. Are they 
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servants of  Christ? I am a better one—I am talking 
like a madman—with far greater labors, far more 
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often 
near death. Five times I have received at the hands of  
the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I have 
been beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times
I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been
adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, 
danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from 
false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a 
sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other 
things, there is the daily pressure upon me of  my 
anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not
weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? If  
I must boast, I will boast of  the things that show my 
weakness. The God and Father of  the Lord Jesus, he 
who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At 
Damascus, the governor under King Ar'etas guarded 
the city of  Damascus in order to seize me, but I was 
let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and
escaped his hands.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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