YEAR 1, PROPER 5, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiastes

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it
after many days. Give a portion to seven, or even to
eight, for you know not what evil may happen on
earth. If the clouds are full of rain, they empty
themselves on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south
or to the north, in the place where the tree falls, there
it will lie. He who observes the wind will not sow; and
he who regards the clouds will not reap. As you do not
know how the spirit comes to the bones in the womb
of a woman with child, so you do not know the work
of God who makes everything. In the morning sow
your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand; for
you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or
whether both alike will be good. Light is sweet, and 1t
is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun. For if a man
lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him
remember that the days of darkness will be many. All

that comes 1s vanity
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Beth'phage BETH-fuh-jee

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And when he had said this, Jesus went on ahead, going
up to Jerusalem. When he drew near to Beth'phage
and Bethany, at the mount that 1s called Olivet, he sent
two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village
opposite, where on entering you will find a colt tied,
on which no one has ever yet sat; untie it and bring it
here. If any one asks you, “‘Why are you untying it?’
you shall say this, “The Lord has need of it.”” So those
who were sent went away and found it as he had told
them. And as they were untying the colt, its owners
said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” And
they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they
brought it to Jesus, and throwing their garments on
the colt they set Jesus upon it. And as he rode along,
they spread their garments on the road. As he was
now drawing near, at the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
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mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is
the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the
Pharisees in the multitude said to him, “Teacher,
rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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