YEAR 1, PROPER 6, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Tab'erah TAB-uh-ruh
Bdellium DEI .-e-uhm

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Numbers

And the people complained in the hearing of the
LORD about their misfortunes; and when the LLORD
heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the
LORD burned among them, and consumed some
outlying parts of the camp. Then the people cried to
Moses; and Moses prayed to the LORD, and the fire
abated. So the name of that place was called Tab'erah,
because the fire of the LORD burned among them.
Now the rabble that was among them had a strong
craving; and the people of Israel also wept again, and
said, “O that we had meat to eat! We remember the
fish we ate in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now
our strength 1s dried up, and there is nothing at all but
this manna to look at.” Now the manna was like
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cortander seed, and its appearance like that of
bdellium. The people went about and gathered it, and
ground it in mills or beat it in mortars, and boiled it in
pots, and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like
the taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell
upon the camp in the night, the manna fell with it.
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their
families, every man at the door of his tent; and the
anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was
displeased. Moses said to the LORD, “Why hast thou
dealt 1ll with thy servant? And why have I not found
favor in thy sight, that thou dost lay the burden of all
this people upon me? Did I conceive all this people?
Did I bring them forth, that thou shouldst say to me,
‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries the
sucking child, to the land which thou didst swear to
give their fathers?”” Where am I to get meat to give to
all this peopler For they weep before me and say,
‘Give us meat, that we may eat.” I am not able to carry
all this people alone, the burden is too heavy for me. If
thou wilt deal thus with me, kill me at once, if I find
favor in thy sight, that I may not see my
wretchedness.” And the LORD said to Moses, “Gather
for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over
them; and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let
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them take their stand there with you. And I will come
down and talk with you there; and I will take some of
the spirit which 1s upon you and put it upon them; and
they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that
you may not bear it yourself alone. And say to the
people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you
shall eat meat; for you have wept in the hearing of the
LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat to eat? For it
was well with us in Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will
give you meat, and you shall eat. You shall not eat one
day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty
days, but a whole month, until it comes out at your
nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you
have rejected the LORD who is among you, and have
wept before him, saying, “Why did we come forth out
of Egypt?””” But Moses said, ““The people among
whom I am number six hundred thousand on foot;
and thou hast said, ‘I will give them meat, that they
may eat a whole month!” Shall flocks and herds be
slaughtered for them, to suffice them? Or shall all the
fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to
suffice them?” And the LORD said to Moses, “Is the
LORD’S hand shortened? Now you shall see whether
my word will come true for you or not.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
The scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on
Jesus at that very hour, but they feared the people; for
they perceived that he had told this parable against
them. So they watched him, and sent spies, who
pretended to be sincere, that they might take hold of
what he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority
and jurisdiction of the governor. They asked him,
“T'eacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly,
and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God.
Is 1t lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?”
But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them,
“Show me a coin. Whose likeness and inscription has
1t?” They said, “Caesar’s.” He said to them, “Then
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.” And they were not
able in the presence of the people to catch him by
what he said; but marveling at his answer they were
silent.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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