YEAR 1, PROPER 7, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Caleb KAY-lib
Jephun'neh j1-FUHN-nuh
Amal'ekites uh-MAL-uh-kights

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Numbers

And the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron, “How
long shall this wicked congregation murmur against
me? I have heard the murmurings of the people of
Israel, which they murmur against me. Say to them,
‘As I live,” says the LORD, ‘what you have said in my
hearing I will do to you: your dead bodies shall fall in
this wilderness; and of all your number, numbered
from twenty years old and upward, who have
murmured against me, not one shall come into the
land where I swore that I would make you dwell,
except Caleb the son of Jephun'neh and Joshua the
son of Nun. But your little ones, who you said would
become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the
land which you have despised. But as for you, your
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dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. And your
children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty
years, and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the
last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness.
According to the number of the days in which you
spied out the land, forty days, for every day a year, you
shall bear your iniquity, forty years, and you shall know
my displeasure.” I, the LORD, have spoken; surely this
will I do to all this wicked congregation that are
gathered together against me: in this wilderness they
shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.” And
the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, and
who returned and made all the congregation to
murmur against him by bringing up an evil report
against the land, the men who brought up an evil
report of the land, died by plague before the LORD.
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of
Jephun'neh remained alive, of those men who went to
spy out the land. And Moses told these words to all
the people of Israel, and the people mourned greatly.
And they rose early in the morning, and went up to
the heights of the hill country, saying, “See, we are
here, we will go up to the place which the LORD has
promised; for we have sinned.” But Moses said, “Why
now are you transgressing the command of the LORD,
for that will not succeed? Do not go up lest you be
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struck down before your enemies, for the LORD is not
among you. For there the Amal'ekites and the
Canaanites are before you, and you shall fall by the
sword; because you have turned back from following
the LORD, the LORD will not be with you.” But they
presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country,
although neither the ark of the covenant of the LORD,
nor Moses, departed out of the camp. Then the
Amal'ekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that hill
country came down, and defeated them and pursued
them, even to Hormah.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it
will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again I tell you, it 1s easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard
this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then
can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to
them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.” Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we
have left everything and followed you. What then shall
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we haver” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in
the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. And every one who has left houses or brothers
or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for
my name’s sake, will recetve a hundredfold, and inherit
cternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the
last first.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 7, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER
NUMBERS 14:26—45; MATTHEW 19:23-30



