
YEAR 1, PROPER 7, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
NUMBERS 20:14–29; LUKE 22:39–51 
 
FOLLOWING THE EDITORS OF THE NRSV, WE INCLUDE LUKE 22:42–43. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 7, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ka'desh    KAY-desh 
E'dom    EE-duhm 
Mer'ibah   MAIR-uh-buh 
Elea'zar    el-ee-AY-zur 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Numbers 
Moses sent messengers from Ka'desh to the king of 
E'dom, “Thus says your brother Israel: You know all 
the adversity that has befallen us: how our fathers 
went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long 
time; and the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our 
fathers; and when we cried to the LORD, he heard our 
voice, and sent an angel and brought us forth out of 
Egypt; and here we are in Ka'desh, a city on the edge 
of your territory. Now let us pass through your land. 
We will not pass through field or vineyard, neither will 
we drink water from a well; we will go along the 
King’s Highway, we will not turn aside to the right 
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hand or to the left, until we have passed through your 
territory.” But E'dom said to him, “You shall not pass 
through, lest I come out with the sword against you.” 
And the people of Israel said to him, “We will go up 
by the highway; and if we drink of your water, I and 
my cattle, then I will pay for it; let me only pass 
through on foot, nothing more.” But he said, “You 
shall not pass through.” And E'dom came out against 
them with many men, and with a strong force. Thus 
E'dom refused to give Israel passage through his 
territory; so Israel turned away from him. And they 
journeyed from Ka'desh, and the people of Israel, the 
whole congregation, came to Mount Hor. And the 
LORD said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the 
border of the land of E'dom, “Aaron shall be gathered 
to his people; for he shall not enter the land which I 
have given to the people of Israel, because you 
rebelled against my command at the waters of 
Mer'ibah. Take Aaron and Elea'zar his son, and bring 
them up to Mount Hor; and strip Aaron of his 
garments, and put them upon Elea'zar his son; and 
Aaron shall be gathered to his people, and shall die 
there.” Moses did as the LORD commanded; and they 
went up Mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation. And Moses stripped Aaron of his 
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garments, and put them upon Elea'zar his son; and 
Aaron died there on the top of the mountain. Then 
Moses and Elea'zar came down from the mountain. 
And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was 
dead, all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty 
days. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
And Jesus came out, and went, as was his custom, to 
the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. 
And when he came to the place he said to them, “Pray 
that you may not enter into temptation.” And he 
withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt 
down and prayed, “Father, if thou art willing, remove 
this cup from me; nevertheless not my will, but thine, 
be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from 
heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he 
prayed more earnestly; and sweat became like great 
drops of blood falling down on the ground. And when 
he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, 
“Why do you sleep? Rise and pray that you may not 
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enter into temptation.” While he was still speaking, 
there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of 
the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to 
kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you 
betray the Son of man with a kiss?” And when those 
who were about him saw what would follow, they said, 
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” And one of 
them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he 
touched his ear and healed him. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


