
YEAR 1, PROPER 8, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Then Samuel took a vial of  oil and poured it on Saul’s 
head, and kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD 
anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And 
you shall reign over the people of  the LORD and you 
will save them from the hand of  their enemies round 
about. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD 
has anointed you to be prince over his heritage. When 
you depart from me today you will meet two men by 
Rachel’s tomb in the territory of  Benjamin at Zelzah, 
and they will say to you, ‘The asses which you went to 
seek are found, and now your father has ceased to care
about the asses and is anxious about you, saying, 
“What shall I do about my son?”’ Then you shall go 
on from there further and come to the oak of  Tabor; 
three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you 
there, one carrying three kids, another carrying three 
loaves of  bread, and another carrying a skin of  wine. 
And they will greet you and give you two loaves of  
bread, which you shall accept from their hand. After 
that you shall come to Gib'e-ath-elo'him, where there 
is a garrison of  the Philistines; and there, as you come 
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to the city, you will meet a band of  prophets coming 
down from the high place with harp, tambourine, 
flute, and lyre before them, prophesying. Then the 
spirit of  the LORD will come mightily upon you, and 
you shall prophesy with them and be turned into 
another man. Now when these signs meet you, do 
whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you. 
And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and 
behold, I am coming to you to offer burnt offerings 
and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall 
wait, until I come to you and show you what you shall 
do.” When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God 
gave him another heart; and all these signs came to 
pass that day. When they came to Gib'e-ah, behold, a 
band of  prophets met him; and the spirit of  God 
came mightily upon him, and he prophesied among 
them. And when all who knew him before saw how he
prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one 
another, “What has come over the son of  Kish? Is 
Saul also among the prophets?” And a man of  the 
place answered, “And who is their father?” Therefore 
it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the 
prophets?” When he had finished prophesying, he 
came to the high place. Saul’s uncle said to him and to 
his servant, “Where did you go?” And he said, “To 
seek the asses; and when we saw they were not to be 
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found, we went to Samuel.” And Saul’s uncle said, 
“Pray, tell me what Samuel said to you.” And Saul said 
to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the asses had 
been found.” But about the matter of  the kingdom, of
which Samuel had spoken, he did not tell him 
anything.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
The promise to Abraham and his descendants, that 
they should inherit the world, did not come through 
the law but through the righteousness of  faith. If  it is 
the adherents of  the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants—not only to the adherents of  
the law but also to those who share the faith of  
Abraham, for he is the father of  us all, as it is written, 
“I have made you the father of  many nations”—in the
presence of  the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that 
do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he 
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should become the father of  many nations; as he had 
been told, “So shall your descendants be.” He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was as good as dead because he was about a 
hundred years old, or when he considered the 
barrenness of  Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 
waver concerning the promise of  God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. That is why his faith was “reckoned to him 
as righteousness.” But the words, “it was reckoned to 
him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him that 
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was put to 
death for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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