YEAR 1, PROPER 8, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

E'dom EE-duhm
Si'hon SIGH-hahn
Am'orites AM-uh-rights
Ja'haz JAY-haz
Jab'bok JAB-bahk
Am'monites AM-ah-nights
Ja'zer JAY-zur
Che'mosh KEE-mahsh
Di'bon DIGH-bahn
Med'eba MED-i-buh
Ba'shan BAY-shan
Ed're-1 ED-ree-igh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Numbers

From Mount Hor Israel set out by the way to the Red
Sea, to go around the land of E'dom; and the people
became impatient on the way. And the people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
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For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this
worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many people of Israel died. And the people came to
Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD,
that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and every
one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So
Moses made a bronze serpent, and set it on a pole; and
if a serpent bit any man, he would look at the bronze
serpent and live. Then Israel sent messengers to Si'hon
king of the Am'orites, saying, “Let me pass through
your land; we will not turn aside into field or vineyard;
we will not drink the water of a well; we will go by the
King’s Highway, until we have passed through your
territory.” But Si'hon would not allow Israel to pass
through his territory. He gathered all his men together,
and went out against Israel to the wilderness, and
came to Ja'haz, and fought against Israel. And Israel
slew him with the edge of the sword, and took
possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jab'bok,
as far as to the Am'monites; for Ja'zer was the
boundary of the Am'monites. And Israel took all these
cities, and Israel settled in all the cities of the
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Am'orites, in Heshbon, and in all its villages. For
Heshbon was the city of Si'hon the king of the
Amorites, who had fought against the former king of
Moab and taken all his land out of his hand, as far as
the Arnon. Therefore the ballad singers say, “Come to
Heshbon, let it be built, let the city of Si'hon be
established. For fire went forth from Heshbon, flame
from the city of Si'hon. It devoured Ar of Moab, the
lords of the heights of the Arnon. Woe to you, O
Moab! You are undone, O people of Che'mosh! He
has made his sons fugitives, and his daughters
captives, to an Am'orite king, Si'hon. So their posterity
perished from Heshbon, as far as Di'bon, and we laid
waste until fire spread to Med'eba.” Thus Israel dwelt
in the land of the Am'orites. And Moses sent to spy
out Ja'zer; and they took its villages, and dispossessed
the Amorites that were there. Then they turned and
went up by the way to Ba'shan; and Og the king of
Ba'shan came out against them, he and all his people,
to battle at Ed're-i. But the LORD said to Moses, “Do
not fear him; for I have given him into your hand, and
all his people, and his land; and you shall do to him as
you did to Si'hon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at
Heshbon.” So they slew him, and his sons, and all his
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people, until there was not one survivor left to him;
and they possessed his land.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And when Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came up to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus
answered them, “I also will ask you a question; and if
you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what
authority I do these things. The baptism of John,
whence was 1t? From heaven or from men?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?’
But if we say, ‘TFrom men,” we are afraid of the
multitude; for all hold that John was a prophet.” So
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do
these things. What do you think? A man had two sons;
and he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.” And he answered, ‘I will not’; but
afterward he repented and went. And he went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir,”
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but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, ““The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the harlots
go into the kingdom of God before you. For John
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the harlots
believed him; and even when you saw it, you did not
afterward repent and believe him.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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