
YEAR 1, PROPER 8, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at
Mizpah; and he said to the people of  Israel, “Thus 
says the LORD, the God of  Israel, ‘I brought up Israel 
out of  Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of  
the Egyptians and from the hand of  all the kingdoms 
that were oppressing you.’ But you have this day 
rejected your God, who saves you from all your 
calamities and your distresses; and you have said, ‘No! 
but set a king over us.’ Now therefore present 
yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and by your
thousands.” Then Samuel brought all the tribes of  
Israel near, and the tribe of  Benjamin was taken by lot.
He brought the tribe of  Benjamin near by its families, 
and the family of  the Ma'trites was taken by lot; finally
he brought the family of  the Ma'trites near man by 
man, and Saul the son of  Kish was taken by lot. But 
when they sought him, he could not be found. So they
inquired again of  the LORD, “Did the man come 
hither?” and the LORD said, “Behold, he has hidden 
himself  among the baggage.” Then they ran and 
fetched him from there; and when he stood among the
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people, he was taller than any of  the people from his 
shoulders upward. And Samuel said to all the people, 
“Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen? There 
is none like him among all the people.” And all the 
people shouted, “Long live the king!” Then Samuel 
told the people the rights and duties of  the kingship; 
and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before the 
LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one 
to his home. Saul also went to his home at Gib'e-ah, 
and with him went men of  valor whose hearts God 
had touched. But some worthless fellows said, “How 
can this man save us?” And they despised him, and 
brought him no present. But he held his peace.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Stephen said, “Our fathers had the tent of  witness in 
the wilderness, even as he who spoke to Moses 
directed him to make it, according to the pattern that 
he had seen. Our fathers in turn brought it in with 
Joshua when they dispossessed the nations which God
thrust out before our fathers. So it was until the days 
of  David, who found favor in the sight of  God and 
asked leave to find a habitation for the God of  Jacob. 
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But it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the
Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; 
as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne, and earth 
my footstool. What house will you build for me, says 
the Lord, or what is the place of  my rest? Did not my 
hand make all these things?’ You stiff-necked people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of  
the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they 
killed those who announced beforehand the coming 
of  the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 
and murdered, you who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.” Now when they heard 
these things they were enraged, and they ground their 
teeth against him. But he, full of  the Holy Spirit, gazed
into heaven and saw the glory of  God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of  God; and he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of  
man standing at the right hand of  God.” But they 
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 
rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out of  
the city and stoned him; and the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of  a young man named Saul.
And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
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them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And 
Saul was consenting to his death. And on that day a 
great persecution arose against the church in 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
region of  Judea and Samaria, except the Apostles.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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