
YEAR 1, PROPER 8, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Then Na'hash the Ammonite went up and besieged 
Ja'besh-gil'ead; and all the men of  Ja'besh said to 
Na'hash, “Make a treaty with us, and we will serve 
you.” But Na'hash the Ammonite said to them, “On 
this condition I will make a treaty with you, that I 
gouge out all your right eyes, and thus put disgrace 
upon all Israel.” The elders of  Jabesh said to him, 
“Give us seven days respite that we may send 
messengers through all the territory of  Israel. Then, if
there is no one to save us, we will give ourselves up to 
you.” When the messengers came to Gib'e-ah of  Saul, 
they reported the matter in the ears of  the people; and
all the people wept aloud. Now Saul was coming from 
the field behind the oxen; and Saul said, “What ails the
people, that they are weeping?” So they told him the 
tidings of  the men of  Jabesh. And the spirit of  God 
came mightily upon Saul when he heard these words, 
and his anger was greatly kindled. He took a yoke of  
oxen, and cut them in pieces and sent them 
throughout all the territory of  Israel by the hand of  
messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after
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Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen!” Then
the dread of  the LORD fell upon the people, and they 
came out as one man. When he mustered them at 
Be'zek, the men of  Israel were three hundred 
thousand, and the men of  Judah thirty thousand. And 
they said to the messengers who had come, “Thus 
shall you say to the men of  Ja'besh-gil'ead: ‘Tomorrow,
by the time the sun is hot, you shall have deliverance.’”
When the messengers came and told the men of  
Ja'besh, they were glad. Therefore the men of  Ja'besh 
said, “Tomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and 
you may do to us whatever seems good to you.” And 
on the morrow Saul put the people in three 
companies; and they came into the midst of  the camp 
in the morning watch, and cut down the Ammonites 
until the heat of  the day; and those who survived were
scattered, so that no two of  them were left together. 
Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said, 
‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may 
put them to death.” But Saul said, “Not a man shall be
put to death this day, for today the LORD has wrought 
deliverance in Israel.” Then Samuel said to the people, 
“Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the 
kingdom.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there 
they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There 
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they sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and 
there Saul and all the men of  Israel rejoiced greatly.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Saul was consenting to Stephen’s death. And on that 
day a great persecution arose against the church in 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
region of  Judea and Sama'ria, except the apostles. 
Devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the 
church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off  men and women and committed them to prison. 
Now those who were scattered went about preaching 
the word. Philip went down to a city of  Sama'ria, and 
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the multitudes 
with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, 
when they heard him and saw the signs which he did. 
For unclean spirits came out of  many who were 
possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who 
were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was 
much joy in that city. But there was a man named 
Simon who had previously practiced magic in the city 
and amazed the nation of  Sama'ria, saying that he 
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himself  was somebody great. They all gave heed to 
him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man 
is that power of  God which is called Great.” And they
gave heed to him, because for a long time he had 
amazed them with his magic. But when they believed 
Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom 
of  God and the name of  Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. Even Simon himself  
believed, and after being baptized he continued with 
Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed,
he was amazed.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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