
YEAR 1, PROPER 8, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have hearkened to 
your voice in all that you have said to me, and have 
made a king over you. And now, behold, the king 
walks before you; and I am old and gray, and behold, 
my sons are with you; and I have walked before you 
from my youth until this day. Here I am; testify against
me before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose 
ox have I taken? Or whose ass have I taken? Or whom
have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from 
whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with 
it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.” They
said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or 
taken anything from any man’s hand.” And he said to 
them, “The LORD is witness against you, and his 
anointed is witness this day, that you have not found 
anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.” 
And Samuel said to the people, “The LORD is witness, 
who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your 
fathers up out of  the land of  Egypt. Now therefore 
stand still and see this great thing, which the LORD will
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do before your eyes. Is it not wheat harvest today? I 
will call upon the LORD, that he may send thunder and
rain; and you shall know and see that your wickedness 
is great, which you have done in the sight of  the 
LORD, in asking for yourselves a king.” So Samuel 
called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and
rain that day; and all the people greatly feared the 
LORD and Samuel. And all the people said to Samuel, 
“Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that 
we may not die; for we have added to all our sins this 
evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” And Samuel said to 
the people, “Fear not; you have done all this evil, yet 
do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve 
the LORD with all your heart; and do not turn aside 
after vain things which cannot profit or save, for they 
are vain. For the LORD will not cast away his people, 
for his great name's sake, because it has pleased the 
LORD to make you a people for himself. Moreover as 
for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the 
LORD by ceasing to pray for you; and I will instruct 
you in the good and the right way. Only fear the LORD,
and serve him faithfully with all your heart; for 
consider what great things he has done for you. But if  
you still do 
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wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your 
king.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that 
Sama'ria had received the word of  God, they sent to 
them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had
not yet fallen on any of  them, but they had only been 
baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. Then they laid
their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given 
through the laying on of  the apostles’ hands, he 
offered them money, saying, “Give me also this power,
that any one on whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “Your silver perish
with you, because you thought you could obtain the 
gift of  God with money! You have neither part nor lot
in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
Repent therefore of  this wickedness of  yours, and 
pray to the Lord that, if  possible, the intent of  your 
heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the
gall of  bitterness and in the bond of  iniquity.” And 
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Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that 
nothing of  what you have said may come upon me.” 
Now when they had testified and spoken the word of  
the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel to many villages of  the Samaritans.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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