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YEAR 1, PROPER 8, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ba'laam    BAY-luhm 
Be'or    BEE-or 
Ba'lak    BAY-lack 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Numbers 
When Ba'laam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless 
Israel, he did not go, as at other times, to look for 
omens, but set his face toward the wilderness. And 
Ba'laam lifted up his eyes, and saw Israel encamping 
tribe by tribe. And the Spirit of God came upon him, 
and he took up his discourse, and said, “The oracle of 
Ba'laam the son of Be'or, the oracle of the man whose 
eye is opened, the oracle of him who hears the words 
of God, who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling 
down, but having his eyes uncovered: how fair are 
your tents, O Jacob, your encampments, O Israel! Like 
valleys that stretch afar, like gardens beside a river, like 
aloes that the LORD has planted, like cedar trees beside 
the waters. Water shall flow from his buckets, and his 
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seed shall be in many waters, his king shall be higher 
than A'gag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. God 
brings him out of Egypt; he has as it were the horns of 
the wild ox, he shall eat up the nations his adversaries, 
and shall break their bones in pieces, and pierce them 
through with his arrows. He couched, he lay down like 
a lion, and like a lioness; who will rouse him up? 
Blessed be every one who blesses you, and cursed be 
every one who curses you.” And Ba'lak’s anger was 
kindled against Ba'laam, and he struck his hands 
together; and Ba'lak said to Ba'laam, “I called you to 
curse my enemies, and behold, you have blessed them 
these three times. Therefore now flee to your place; I 
said, ‘I will certainly honor you,’ but the LORD has 
held you back from honor.” And Ba'laam said to 
Ba'lak, “Did I not tell your messengers whom you sent 
to me, ‘If Ba'lak should give me his house full of silver 
and gold, I would not be able to go beyond the word 
of the LORD, to do either good or bad of my own will; 
what the LORD speaks, that will I speak’?” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Cyre'ne    sigh-REE-nee 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
And as they led Jesus away, they seized one Simon of 
Cyre'ne, who was coming in from the country, and laid 
on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there 
followed him a great multitude of the people, and of 
women who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus 
turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For behold, the days are coming when they 
will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck!’ 
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 
us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this 
when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


