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YEAR 1, PROPER 9, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ab'arim    AB-uh-rim 
Mer'ibah   MAIR-uh-buh 
Ka'desh    KAY-desh 
Elea'zar    el-ee-AY-zur 
U'rim    YUU-rim 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Numbers 
The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain 
of Ab'arim, and see the land which I have given to the 
people of Israel. And when you have seen it, you also 
shall be gathered to your people, as your brother 
Aaron was gathered, because you rebelled against my 
word in the wilderness of Zin during the strife of the 
congregation, to sanctify me at the waters before their 
eyes.” (These are the waters of Mer'ibah of Ka'desh in 
the wilderness of Zin.) Moses said to the LORD, “Let 
the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a 
man over the congregation, who shall go out before 
them and come in before them, who shall lead them 
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out and bring them in; that the congregation of the 
LORD may not be as sheep which have no shepherd.” 
And the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of 
Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand 
upon him; cause him to stand before Elea'zar the 
priest and all the congregation, and you shall 
commission him in their sight. You shall invest him 
with some of your authority, that all the congregation 
of the people of Israel may obey. And he shall stand 
before Elea'zar the priest, who shall inquire for him by 
the judgment of the U'rim before the LORD; at his 
word they shall go out, and at his word they shall 
come in, both he and all the people of Israel with him, 
the whole congregation.” And Moses did as the LORD 
commanded him; he took Joshua and caused him to 
stand before Elea'zar the priest and the whole 
congregation, and he laid his hands upon him, and 
commissioned him as the LORD directed through 
Moses. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 
And again Jesus spoke to the chief priests and the 
Pharisees in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
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may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast 
for his son, and sent his servants to call those who 
were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not 
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, 
my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is 
ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light 
of it and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated 
them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, 
and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite 
to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ And those 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in 
to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 
you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer 
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’ 
For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


