
YEAR 1, PROPER 9, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you
king over his people Israel; now therefore hearken to 
the words of  the LORD. Thus says the LORD of  hosts, 
‘I will punish what Am'alek did to Israel in opposing 
them on the way, when they came up out of  Egypt. 
Now go and smite Am'alek, and utterly destroy all that
they have; do not spare them, but kill both man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass.’ ” And Saul defeated the Amal'ekites, from 
Hav'ilah as far as Shur, which is east of  Egypt. And he
took A'gag the king of  the Amal'ekites alive, and 
utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of  the 
sword. But Saul and the people spared A'gag, and the 
best of  the sheep and of  the oxen and of  the fatlings, 
and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not 
utterly destroy them; all that was despised and 
worthless they utterly destroyed. The word of  the 
LORD came to Samuel: “I repent that I have made Saul
king; for he has turned back from following me, and 
has not performed my commandments.” And Samuel 
was angry; and he cried to the LORD all night. And 
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Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it 
was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, 
he set up a monument for himself  and turned, and 
passed on, and went down to Gilgal.” And Samuel 
came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to 
the LORD; I have performed the commandment of  
the LORD.” And Samuel said, “What then is this 
bleating of  the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of  the
oxen which I hear?” Saul said, “They have brought 
them from the Amal'ekites; for the people spared the 
best of  the sheep and of  the oxen, to sacrifice to the 
LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed.” Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell 
you what the LORD said to me this night.” And he said
to him, “Say on.” And Samuel said, “Though you are 
little in your own eyes, are you not the head of  the 
tribes of  Israel? The LORD anointed you king over 
Israel. And the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, 
‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amal'ekites, and 
fight against them until they are consumed.’ Why then 
did you not obey the voice of  the LORD? Why did you
swoop on the spoil, and do what was evil in the sight 
of  the LORD?” And Saul said to Samuel, “I have 
obeyed the voice of  the LORD, I have gone on the 
mission on which the LORD sent me, I have brought 
A'gag the king of  Am'alek, and I have utterly 
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destroyed the Amal'ekites. But the people took of  the 
spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of  the things devoted 
to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in 
Gilgal.” And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of  the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of  rams. For 
rebellion is as the sin of  divination, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected 
the word of  the LORD, he has also rejected you from 
being king.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
For several days Paul was with the disciples at 
Damascus. And in the synagogues immediately he 
proclaimed Jesus, saying, “He is the Son of  God.” 
And all who heard him were amazed, and said, “Is not 
this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of  those 
who called on this name? And he has come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief  
priests.” But Saul increased all the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus was the Christ. When many days 
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had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot 
became known to Saul. They were watching the gates 
day and night, to kill him; but his disciples took him by
night and let him down over the wall, lowering him in 
a basket. And when he had come to Jerusalem he 
attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid
of  him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 
But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the 
apostles, and declared to them how on the road he had
seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at 
Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of  
Jesus. So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem,
preaching boldly in the name of  the Lord. And he 
spoke and disputed against the Hellenists; but they 
were seeking to kill him. And when the brethren knew 
it, they brought him down to Caesare'a, and sent him 
off  to Tarsus. So the church throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Sama'ria had peace and was built up; and 
walking in the fear of  the Lord and in the comfort of  
the Holy Spirit it was multiplied.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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