YEAR 1, PROPER 9, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

Then Moses summoned Joshua, and said to him in the
sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage; for
you shall go with this people into the land which the
LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them; and you
shall put them 1n possession of it. It is the LORD who
goes before you; he will be with you, he will not fail
you or forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed.” And
Moses wrote this law, and gave it to the priests the
sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of
the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. And Moses
commanded them, “At the end of every seven years, at
the set time of the year of release, at the feast of
booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the
LORD your God at the place which he will choose, you
shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing.
Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones,
and the sojourner within your towns, that they may
hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be
careful to do all the words of this law, and that their
children, who have not known it, may hear and learn
to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the
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land which you are going over the Jordan to possess.”
When Moses had finished writing the words of this
law in a book, to the very end, Moses commanded the
Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, “Take this book of the law, and put it by the
side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God,
that 1t may be there for a witness against you. For I
know how rebellious and stubborn you are; behold,
while I am yet alive with you, today you have been
rebellious against the LORD; how much more after my
death! Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes,
and your officers, that I may speak these words in
their ears and call heaven and earth to witness against
them. For I know that after my death you will surely
act corruptly, and turn aside from the way which I
have commanded you; and in the days to come evil
will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the
sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger through
the work of your hands.” Then Moses spoke the
words of this song until they were finished, in the ears
of all the assembly of Israel: “Give ear, O heavens, and
I will speak; and let the earth hear the words of my
mouth. May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech
distil as the dew, as the gentle rain upon the tender
grass, and as the showers upon the herb. For I will
proclaim the name of the LORD. Ascribe greatness to
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our God! The Rock, his work 1s perfect; for all his
ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without
iniquity, just and right is he.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Jude'a juu-DEE-uh

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold,
I send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight—" John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the
country of Jude'a, and all the people of Jerusalem; and
they were baptized by him 1n the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist,
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and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached,
saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of
the water, immediately he saw the heavens opened and
the Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a
voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son;
with thee I am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately
drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was
with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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