
YEAR 1, PROPER 10, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
So, when the people set out from their tents, to pass 
over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of  the 
covenant before the people, and when those who bore
the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of  the 
priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of  the 
water (the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout 
the time of  harvest), the waters coming down from 
above stood and rose up in a heap far off, at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zar'ethan, and those flowing 
down toward the sea of  the Ar'abah, the Salt Sea, were
wholly cut off; and the people passed over opposite 
Jericho. And while all Israel were passing over on dry 
ground, the priests who bore the ark of  the covenant 
of  the LORD stood on dry ground in the midst of  the 
Jordan, until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan. When all the nation had finished passing over 
the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Take twelve 
men from the people, from each tribe a man, and 
command them, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of  
the midst of  the Jordan, from the very place where the
priests’ feet stood, and carry them over with you, and 
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lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’ ”
Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of
Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe;
and Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of  
the LORD your God into the midst of  the Jordan, and 
take up each of  you a stone upon his shoulder, 
according to the number of  the tribes of  the people 
of  Israel, that this may be a sign among you, when 
your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those 
stones mean to you?’ Then you shall tell them that the 
waters of  the Jordan were cut off  before the ark of  
the covenant of  the LORD; when it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of  the Jordan were cut off. So these
stones shall be to the people of  Israel a memorial for 
ever.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
One sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going 
through the grainfields; and as they made their way his
disciples began to pluck heads of  grain. And the 
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what
is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said to them, 
“Have you never read what David did, when he was in
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need and was hungry, he and those who were with 
him: how he entered the house of  God, when 
Abi'athar was high priest, and ate the bread of  the 
Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests 
to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?” 
And he said to them, “The sabbath was made for man,
not man for the sabbath; so the Son of  man is lord 
even of  the sabbath.” Again he entered the synagogue,
and a man was there who had a withered hand. And 
they watched him, to see whether he would heal him 
on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he
said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come 
here.” And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the 
sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to 
kill?” But they were silent. And he looked around at 
them with anger, grieved at their hardness of  heart, 
and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He 
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The 
Pharisees went out, and immediately held counsel with
the Hero'di-ans against him, how to destroy him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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