
YEAR 1, PROPER 11, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now Samuel died; and all Israel assembled and 
mourned for him, and they buried him in his house at 
Ra'mah. Then David rose and went down to the 
wilderness of  Pa'ran. And there was a man in Ma'on, 
whose business was in Car'mel. The man was very 
rich; he had three thousand sheep and a thousand 
goats. He was shearing his sheep in Car'mel. Now the 
name of  the man was Na'bal, and the name of  his 
wife Ab'igail. The woman was of  good understanding 
and beautiful, but the man was churlish and ill-
behaved; he was a Ca'lebite. David heard in the 
wilderness that Na'bal was shearing his sheep. So 
David sent ten young men; and David said to the 
young men, “Go up to Car'mel, and go to Na'bal, and 
greet him in my name. And thus you shall salute him: 
‘Peace be to you, and peace be to your house, and 
peace be to all that you have. I hear that you have 
shearers; now your shepherds have been with us, and 
we did them no harm, and they missed nothing, all the
time they were in Car'mel. Ask your young men, and 
they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find 
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favor in your eyes; for we come on a feast day. Pray, 
give whatever you have at hand to your servants and to
your son 
David.’ ” When David’s young men came, they said all 
this to Na'bal in the name of  David; and then they 
waited. And Na'bal answered David’s servants, “Who 
is David? Who is the son of  Jesse? There are many 
servants nowadays who are breaking away from their 
masters. Shall I take my bread and my water and my 
meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to 
men who come from I do not know where?” So 
David’s young men turned away, and came back and 
told him all this. And David said to his men, “Every 
man gird on his sword!” And every man of  them 
girded on his sword; David also girded on his sword; 
and about four hundred men went up after David, 
while two hundred remained with the baggage. But 
one of  the young men told Ab'igail, Na'bal’s wife, 
“Behold, David sent messengers out of  the wilderness
to salute our master; and he railed at them. Yet the 
men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm, 
and we did not miss anything when we were in the 
fields, as long as we went with them; they were a wall 
to us both by night and by day, all the while we were 
with them keeping the sheep. Now therefore know 
this and consider what you should do; for evil is 
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determined against our master and against all his 
house, and he is so ill-natured that one cannot speak 
to him.” Then Ab'igail made haste, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two skins of  wine, and five sheep 
ready dressed, and five measures of  parched grain, and
a hundred clusters of  raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of  figs, and laid them on asses. And she said to her 
young men, “Go on before me; behold, I come after 
you.” But she did not tell her husband Na'bal. And as 
she rode on the ass, and came down under cover of  
the mountain, behold, David and his men came down 
toward her; and she met them. Now David had said, 
“Surely in vain have I guarded all that this fellow has in
the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of  all that 
belonged to him; and he has returned me evil for 
good. God do so to David and more also, if  by 
morning I leave so much as one male of  all who 
belong to him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now at Ico'nium Paul and Barnabas entered together 
into the Jewish synagogue, and so spoke that a great 
company believed, both of  Jews and of  Greeks. But 
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the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and 
poisoned their minds against the brethren. So they 
remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the 
Lord, who bore witness to the word of  his grace, 
granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
But the people of  the city were divided; some sided 
with the Jews, and some with the apostles. When an 
attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with 
their rulers, to molest them and to stone them, they 
learned of  it and fled to Lys'tra and Der'be, cities of  
Lycao'nia, and to the surrounding country; and there 
they preached the gospel. Now at Lys'tra there was a 
man sitting, who could not use his feet; he was a 
cripple from birth, who had never walked. He listened 
to Paul speaking; and Paul, looking intently at him and 
seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud 
voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up 
and walked. And when the crowds saw what Paul had 
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycao'nian, 
“The gods have come down to us in the likeness of  
men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, because he
was the chief  speaker, they called Hermes. And the 
priest of  Zeus, whose temple was in front of  the city, 
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to 
offer sacrifice with the people. But when the apostles 
Barnabas and Paul heard of  it, they tore their 
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garments and rushed out among the multitude, crying,
“Men, why are you doing this? We also are men, of  
like nature with you, and bring you good news, that 
you should turn from these vain things to a living God
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all
that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the 
nations to walk in their own ways; yet he did not leave 
himself  without witness, for he did good and gave you
from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 
hearts with food and gladness.” With these words they
scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice 
to them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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