
YEAR 1, PROPER 11, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abin'adab ah-BIN-ah-dab
Mal'chishu'a MAL-kigh-SHOO-uh
Ja'besh-gil'ead JAY-besh-GIL-ee-ad
Ja'besh JAY-besh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men 
of  Israel fled before the Philistines, and fell slain on 
Mount Gilbo'a. And the Philistines overtook Saul and 
his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and Mal'chishu'a, the sons of  Saul. The 
battle pressed hard upon Saul, and the archers found 
him; and he was badly wounded by the archers. Then 
Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and 
thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and make sport of  me.” 
But his armor-bearer would not; for he feared greatly. 
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and fell upon it. 
And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he
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also fell upon his sword, and died with him. Thus Saul 
died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all 
his men, on the same day together. And when the men
of  Israel who were on the other side of  the valley and 
those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of  Israel 
had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they 
forsook their cities and fled; and the Philistines came 
and dwelt in them. On the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and 
his three sons fallen on Mount Gilbo'a. And they cut 
off  his head, and stripped off  his armor, and sent 
messengers throughout the land of  the Philistines, to 
carry the good news to their idols and to the people. 
They put his armor in the temple of  Ash'taroth; and 
they fastened his body to the wall of  Beth-shan. But 
when the inhabitants of  Ja'besh-gil'ead heard what the 
Philistines had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, 
and went all night, and took the body of  Saul and the 
bodies of  his sons from the wall of  Beth-shan; and 
they came to Ja'besh and burnt them there. And they 
took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk 
tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
All the assembly kept silence; and they listened to 
Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and 
wonders God had done through them among the 
Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied, 
“Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has related how God 
first visited the Gentiles, to take out of  them a people 
for his name. And with this the words of  the prophets
agree, as it is written, ‘After this I will return, and I will
rebuild the dwelling of  David, which has fallen; I will 
rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up, that the rest of  
men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are 
called by my name, says the Lord, who has made these
things known from of  old.’ Therefore my judgment is 
that we should not trouble those of  the Gentiles who 
turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from 
the pollutions of  idols and from unchastity and from 
what is strangled and from blood. For from early 
generations Moses has had in every city those who 
preach him, for he is read every sabbath in the 
synagogues.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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