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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Joshua 
A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest 
to Israel from all their enemies round about, and 
Joshua was old and well advanced in years, Joshua 
summoned all Israel, their elders and heads, their 
judges and officers, and said to them, “I am now old 
and well advanced in years; and you have seen all that 
the LORD your God has done to all these nations for 
your sake, for it is the LORD your God who has fought 
for you. Behold, I have allotted to you as an 
inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, 
along with all the nations that I have already cut off, 
from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. The 
LORD your God will push them back before you, and 
drive them out of your sight; and you shall possess 
their land, as the LORD your God promised you. 
Therefore be very steadfast to keep and do all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, turning aside 
from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, that 
you may not be mixed with these nations left here 
among you, or make mention of the names of their 
gods, or swear by them, or serve them, or bow down 
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yourselves to them, but cleave to the LORD your God 
as you have done to this day. For the LORD has driven 
out before you great and strong nations; and as for 
you, no man has been able to withstand you to this 
day. One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it 
is the LORD your God who fights for you, as he 
promised you. Take good heed to yourselves, 
therefore, to love the LORD your God. For if you turn 
back, and join the remnant of these nations left here 
among you, and make marriages with them, so that 
you marry their women and they yours, know 
assuredly that the LORD your God will not continue to 
drive out these nations before you; but they shall be a 
snare and a trap for you, a scourge on your sides, and 
thorns in your eyes, till you perish from off this good 
land which the LORD your God has given you. And 
now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you 
know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one 
thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD 
your God promised concerning you; all have come to 
pass for you, not one of them has failed. But just as all 
the good things which the LORD your God promised 
concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the 
LORD will bring upon you all the evil things, until he 
have destroyed you from off this good land which the 
LORD your God has given you, if you transgress the 
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covenant of the LORD your God, which he 
commanded you, and go and serve other gods and 
bow down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will 
be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly 
from off the good land which he has given to you.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Jo'ses    JOH-zees 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark 
Jesus went away from there and came to his own 
country; and his disciples followed him. And on the 
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue; and many 
who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did 
this man get all this? What is the wisdom given to 
him? What mighty works are wrought by his hands! Is 
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 
James and Jo'ses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without 
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honor, except in his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house.” And he could do no 
mighty work there, except that he laid his hands upon 
a few sick people and healed them. And he marveled 
because of their unbelief. And he went about among 
the villages teaching. And he called to him the twelve, 
and began to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged 
them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; 
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear 
sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to 
them, “Where you enter a house, stay there until you 
leave the place. And if any place will not receive you 
and they refuse to hear you, when you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet for a testimony against 
them.” So they went out and preached that men 
should repent. And they cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many that were sick and healed 
them. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


