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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
On the third new moon after the people of  Israel had 
gone forth out of  the land of  Egypt, on that day they 
came into the wilderness of  Sinai. And when they set 
out from Reph'idim and came into the wilderness of  
Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there 
Israel encamped before the mountain. And Moses 
went up to God, and the LORD called to him out of  
the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house
of  Jacob, and tell the people of  Israel: You have seen 
what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now 
therefore, if  you will obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my own possession among all 
peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to 
me a kingdom of  priests and a holy nation. These are 
the words which you shall speak to the children of  
Israel.” So Moses came and called the elders of  the 
people, and set before them all these words which the 
LORD had commanded him. And all the people 
answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of
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the people to the LORD. On the morning of  the third 
day there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud trumpet 
blast, so that all the people who were in the camp 
trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of  the 
camp to meet God; and they took their stand at the 
foot of  the mountain. And Mount Sinai was wrapped 
in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire;
and the smoke of  it went up like the smoke of  a kiln, 
and the whole mountain quaked greatly. And as the 
sound of  the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses 
spoke, and God answered him in thunder. And the 
LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of  the
mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the top of  
the mountain, and Moses went up.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 24:1–6
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 24, verses 1 through 6,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 613.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 The earth is the LORD’S and all that is in it, *
  the world and all who dwell therein.
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2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *
  and made it firm upon the rivers of  the deep.

3 “Who can ascend the hill of  the LORD? *
  and who can stand in his holy place?”

4 “Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *
  who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 

nor sworn by what is a fraud.

5 They shall receive a blessing from the LORD *
  and a just reward from the God of  their 

salvation.”

6 Such is the generation of  those who seek him, *
  of  those who seek your face, O God of  Jacob.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *

  praise your God, O Zion.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Then the disciples came and said to Jesus, “Why do 
you speak to them in parables?” And he answered 
them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets 
of  the kingdom of  heaven, but to them it has not 
been given. For to him who has will more be given, 
and he will have abundance; but from him who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I 
speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not 
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see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy
of  Isaiah which says: ‘You shall indeed hear but never 
understand, and you shall indeed see but never 
perceive. For this people’s heart has grown dull, and 
their ears are heavy of  hearing, and their eyes they 
have closed, lest they should perceive with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and turn for me to heal them.’ But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 
Truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous men 
longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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