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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Exodus 
Moses came and told the people all the words of the 
LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people 
answered with one voice, and said, “All the words 
which the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses 
wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in 
the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the people 
of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses took 
half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the 
blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the 
book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the 
people; and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken 
we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took 
the blood and threw it upon the people, and said, 
“Behold the blood of the covenant which the LORD 
has made with you in accordance with all these 
words.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 51:11–18 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 51, verses 11 through 
18, found in the red Prayer Book on page 657. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
12 Cast me not away from your presence * 

  and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
 
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 

  and sinners shall return to you. 
 
15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 
   and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
   O God of my salvation. 
 
16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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17 Had you desired it, I would have offered  
    sacrifice, * 
   but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
 
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not  
    despise. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
     praise your God, O Zion. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Another parable Jesus put before the disciples, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field; but while men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and went away. So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the 
servants of the householder came and said to him, ‘Sir, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? How then 
has it weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No; lest in 
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


