
YEAR 1, PROPER 12, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Bo'chim BO-kim
Ba'als BAY-uhls

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Now the angel of  the LORD went up from Gilgal to 
Bo'chim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt, 
and brought you into the land which I swore to give to
your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant 
with you, and you shall make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of  this land; you shall break down their 
altars.’ But you have not obeyed my command. What is
this you have done? So now I say, I will not drive them
out before you; but they shall become adversaries to 
you, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” When the 
angel of  the LORD spoke these words to all the people
of  Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. 
And they called the name of  that place Bo'chim; and 
they sacrificed there to the LORD. And the people of  
Israel did what was evil in the sight of  the LORD and 
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served the Ba'als; and they forsook the LORD, the God
of  their fathers, who had brought them out of  the 
land of  Egypt; they went after other gods, from 
among the gods of  the peoples who were round about
them, and bowed down to them; and they provoked 
the LORD to anger. They forsook the LORD, and 
served the Ba'als and the Ash'taroth. So the anger of  
the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them
over to plunderers, who plundered them; and he sold 
them into the power of  their enemies round about, so 
that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 
Whenever they marched out, the hand of  the LORD 
was against them for evil, as the LORD had warned, 
and as the LORD had sworn to them; and they were in 
sore straits. Then the LORD raised up judges, who 
saved them out of  the power of  those who plundered 
them. And yet they did not listen to their judges; for 
they played the harlot after other gods and bowed 
down to them; they soon turned aside from the way in
which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the 
commandments of  the LORD, and they did not do so. 
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the 
LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the
hand of  their enemies all the days of  the judge; for the
LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of  
those who afflicted and oppressed them. But 
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whenever the judge died, they turned back and 
behaved worse than their fathers, going after other 
gods, serving them and bowing down to them; they 
did not drop any of  their practices or their stubborn 
ways. So the anger of  the LORD was kindled against 
Israel; and he said, “Because this people have 
transgressed my covenant which I commanded their 
fathers, and have not obeyed my voice, I will not 
henceforth drive out before them any of  the nations 
that Joshua left when he died, that by them I may test 
Israel, whether they will take care to walk in the way 
of  the LORD as their fathers did, or not.” So the LORD

left those nations, not driving them out at once, and he
did not give them into the power of  Joshua.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that 
they had done and taught. And he said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a 
while.” For many were coming and going, and they 
had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the 
boat to a lonely place by themselves. Now many saw 
them going, and knew them, and they ran there on 
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foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of  them. 
As he went ashore he saw a great throng, and he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a lonely place, and the hour is 
now late; send them away, to go into the country and 
villages round about and buy themselves something to 
eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 
something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go 
and buy two hundred denarii worth of  bread, and give 
it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many 
loaves have you? Go and see.” And when they had 
found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he 
commanded them all to sit down by companies upon 
the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by 
hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and 
the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples to set 
before the people; and he divided the two fish among 
them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of  broken pieces and of  
the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five 
thousand men. Immediately he made his disciples get 
into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 
Beth-sa'ida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after 
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he had taken leave of  them, he went up on the 
mountain to pray.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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