
YEAR 1, PROPER 13, TUESDAY: MASS 
NUMBERS 12:1–16; PSALM 51:1–8*; MATTHEW 15:1–20* 
 
WE INCLUDE MATTHEW 15:3–9 TO HEAR ALL OF THE PASSAGE CONCERNING THE TRADITIONS OF 

THE ELDERS. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 13, TUESDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Haze'roth  huh-ZEE-rahth 
Par'an   PAIR-uhn 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Numbers 
Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had 
married a Cushite woman; and they said, “Has the 
LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not 
spoken through us also?” And the LORD heard it. 
Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all 
men that were on the face of the earth. And suddenly 
the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, 
“Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” And 
the three of them came out. And the LORD came 
down in a pillar of cloud, and stood at the door of the 
tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both 
came forward. And he said, “Hear my words: If there 
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is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself 
known to him in a vision, I speak with him in a dream. 
Not so with my servant Moses; he is entrusted with all 
my house. With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, 
and not in dark speech; and he beholds the form of 
the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak 
against my servant Moses?” And the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against them, and he departed; and 
when the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, 
Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron 
turned towards Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. 
And Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, do not 
punish us because we have done foolishly and have 
sinned. Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh 
is half consumed when he comes out of his mother’s 
womb.” And Moses cried to the LORD, “Heal her, O 
God, I beseech thee.” But the LORD said to Moses, “If 
her father had but spit in her face, should she not be 
shamed seven days? Let her be shut up outside the 
camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in 
again.” So Miriam was shut up outside the camp seven 
days; and the people did not set out on the march till 
Miriam was brought in again. After that the people set 



YEAR 1, PROPER 13, TUESDAY: MASS 
NUMBERS 12:1–16; PSALM 51:1–8*; MATTHEW 15:1–20* 
 
WE INCLUDE MATTHEW 15:3–9 TO HEAR ALL OF THE PASSAGE CONCERNING THE TRADITIONS OF 

THE ELDERS. 

out from Haze'roth, and encamped in the wilderness 
of Par'an. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 51:1–8 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 51, verses 1 through 8, 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 656. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your  
    loving-kindness;* 
   in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
2 Wash me through and through from my  
    wickedness * 
   and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
3 For I know my transgressions, * 
   and my sin is ever before me. 
 
4 Against you only have I sinned * 
   and done what is evil in your sight. 
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5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
   and upright in your judgment. 
 
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
   a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
   and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
 
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
   wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life; * 
     you have the words of everlasting life. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem and said, “Why do your disciples transgress 
the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their 
hands when they eat.” He answered them, “And why 
do you transgress the commandment of God for the 
sake of your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks 
evil of father or mother, let him surely die.’ But you 
say, ‘If any one tells his father or his mother, What you 
would have gained from me is given to God, he need 
not honor his father.’ So, for the sake of your 
tradition, you have made void the word of God. You 
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he 
said: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ ” And he 
called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and 
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understand: not what goes into the mouth defiles a 
man, but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a 
man.” Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this saying?” He answered, “Every plant which 
my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. 
Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if a blind 
man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


