
YEAR 1, PROPER 14, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ge'shur GEE-shur (“G” is hard)
Ta'mar TAY-mur

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Then the king said to Jo'ab, “Behold now, I grant this; 
go, bring back the young man Ab'salom.” And Jo'ab 
fell on his face to the ground, and did obeisance, and 
blessed the king; and Jo'ab said, “Today your servant 
knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord 
the king, in that the king has granted the request of  his
servant.” So Jo'ab arose and went to Ge'shur, and 
brought Ab'salom to Jerusalem. And the king said, 
“Let him dwell apart in his own house; he is not to 
come into my presence.” So Ab'salom dwelt apart in 
his own house, and did not come into the king’s 
presence. Now in all Israel there was no one so much 
to be praised for his beauty as Ab'salom; from the sole
of  his foot to the crown of  his head there was no 
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blemish in him. And when he cut the hair of  his head 
(for at the end of  every year he used to cut it; when it 
was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of  
his head, two hundred shekels by the king’s weight. 
There were born to Ab'salom three sons, and one 
daughter whose name was Ta'mar; she was a beautiful 
woman. So Ab'salom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem,
without coming into the king’s presence. Then 
Ab'salom sent for Jo'ab, to send him to the king; but 
Jo'ab would not come to him. And he sent a second 
time, but Jo'ab would not come. Then he said to his 
servants, “See, Jo'ab’s field is next to mine, and he has 
barley there; go and set it on fire.” So Ab'salom’s 
servants set the field on fire. Then Jo'ab arose and 
went to Ab'salom at his house, and said to him, “Why 
have your servants set my field on fire?” Ab'salom 
answered Jo'ab, “Behold, I sent word to you, ‘Come 
here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, “Why 
have I come from Ge'shur? It would be better for me 
to be there still.” Now therefore let me go into the 
presence of  the king; and if  there is guilt in me, let 
him kill me.’ ” Then Jo'ab went to the king, and told 
him; and he summoned Ab'salom. So he came to the 
king, and bowed himself  on his face to the ground 
before the king; and the king kissed Ab'salom.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
After these days we made ready and went up to 
Jerusalem. And some of  the disciples from Caesare'a 
went with us, bringing us to the house of  Mna'son of  
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge. 
When we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren 
received us gladly. On the following day Paul went in 
with us to James; and all the elders were present. After 
greeting them, he related one by one the things that 
God had done among the Gentiles through his 
ministry. And when they heard it, they glorified God. 
And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many 
thousands there are among the Jews of  those who 
have believed; they are all zealous for the law, and they 
have been told about you that you teach all the Jews 
who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling 
them not to circumcise their children or observe the 
customs. What then is to be done? They will certainly 
hear that you have come. Do therefore what we tell 
you. We have four men who are under a vow; take 
these men and purify yourself  along with them and 
pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. 
Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they 
have been told about you but that you yourself  live in 
observance of  the law. But as for the Gentiles who 
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have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment 
that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed
to idols and from blood and from what is strangled 
and from unchastity.” Then Paul took the men, and 
the next day he purified himself  with them and went 
into the temple, to give notice when the days of  
purification would be fulfilled and the offering 
presented for every one of  them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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