
YEAR 1, PROPER 14, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ma'haneh-dan MAY-hah-nuh-dan
Esh'-taol ESH-tay-ohl

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Mano'ah said to the angel of  the LORD, “Pray, let us 
detain you, and prepare a kid for you.” And the angel 
of  the LORD said to Mano'ah, “If  you detain me, I will
not eat of  your food; but if  you make ready a burnt 
offering, then offer it to the LORD.” (For Mano'ah did 
not know that he was the angel of  the LORD.) And 
Mano'ah said to the angel of  the LORD, “What is your 
name, so that, when your words come true, we may 
honor you?” And the angel of  the LORD said to him, 
“Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” So
Mano'ah took the kid with the cereal offering, and 
offered it upon the rock to the LORD, to him who 
works wonders. And when the flame went up toward 
heaven from the altar, the angel of  the LORD ascended
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in the flame of  the altar while Mano'ah and his wife 
looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. 
The angel of  the LORD appeared no more to Mano'ah
and to his wife. Then Mano'ah knew that he was the 
angel of  the LORD. And Mano'ah said to his wife, “We
shall surely die, for we have seen God.” But his wife 
said to him, “If  the LORD had meant to kill us, he 
would not have accepted a burnt offering and a cereal 
offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or 
now announced to us such things as these.” And the 
woman bore a son, and called his name Samson; and 
the boy grew, and the LORD blessed him. And the 
spirit of  the LORD began to stir him in Ma'haneh-dan, 
between Zorah and Esh'-taol.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And as Jesus was setting out on his journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And 
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not kill, Do not commit adultery,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
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defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” And he said
to him, “Teacher, all these I have observed from my 
youth.” And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and 
said to him, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his 
countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he 
had great possessions. And Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of  God!” And 
the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of  God! It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of  a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of  God.” And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, “Lo, 
we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
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eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the 
last first.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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