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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Deuteronomy 
Moses said to the people of Israel, “And now, Israel, 
what does the LORD your God require of you, but to 
fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to 
love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 
commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I 
command you this day for your good? Behold, to the 
LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of 
heavens, the earth with all that is in it; yet the LORD 
set his heart in love upon your fathers and chose their 
descendants after them, you above all peoples, as at 
this day. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
heart, and be no longer stubborn. For the LORD your 
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the terrible God, who is not partial and 
takes no bribe. He executes justice for the fatherless 
and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him 
food and clothing. Love the sojourner therefore; for 
you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You shall 
fear the LORD your God; you shall serve him and 
cleave to him, and by his name you shall swear. He is 
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your praise; he is your God, who has done for you 
these great and terrible things which your eyes have 
seen. Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy 
persons; and now the LORD your God has made you 
as the stars of heaven for multitude.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 148:1-6 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 148, verses 1 through 
6, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
805. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1 Hallelujah! 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; * 
  praise him in the heights. 

 
2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * 

  praise him, all his host. 
 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; * 

  praise him, all you shining stars. 
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4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
  and you waters above the heavens. 

 
5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 

  for he commanded, and they were created. 
 
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 

  he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
     and merciful in all his deeds. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, “The Son of man is to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he 
will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly 
distressed. When they came to Caper'na-um, the 
collectors of the half-shekel tax went up to Peter and 
said, “Does not your teacher pay the tax?” He said, 
“Yes.” And when he came home, Jesus spoke to him 
first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom 
do kings of the earth take toll or tribute? From their 
sons or from others?” And when he said, “From 
others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 
However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea 
and cast a hook, and take the first fish that comes up, 
and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel; 
take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


