
YEAR 1, PROPER 14, FRIDAY: MASS 
JOSHUA 24:1–13; PSALM 136:1–9*; MATTHEW 19:1–12* 
 
WE FOLLOW THE EDITING OF THE RSV AND NRSV AND READ MATTHEW 19:1 TODAY AND 

INCLUDE 19:2, OMITTED BY THE LECTIONARY. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 14, FRIDAY: MASS 
 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Shech'em   SHEK-uhm 
Euphra'tes   yuu-FRAY-teez 
Ter'ah    TAIR-ruh 
Na'hor    NAY-hor 
E'sau    EE-saw 
Se'ir    SEE-ir 
Am'orites   AM-uh-rights 
Ba'lak    BAY-lack 
Mo'ab    MOH-ab 
Ba'laam    BAY-luhm 
Be'or    BEE-or 
Per'izzites   PEAR-i-zights 
Gir'gashites   GUR-guh-shights (hard “G”) 
Hi'vites    HIGH-vights 
Jeb'usites   JEB-yuu-sights 

 
Please turn the page for the First Lesson. 
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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Joshua 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to 
Shech'em, and summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented 
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the 
people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Your 
fathers lived of old beyond the Euphra'tes, Ter'ah, the 
father of Abraham and of Na'hor; and they served 
other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from 
beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him 
Isaac; and to Isaac I gave Jacob and E'sau. And I gave 
E'sau the hill country of Se'ir to possess, but Jacob and 
his children went down to Egypt. And I sent Moses 
and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the 
midst of it; and afterwards I brought you out. Then I 
brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to 
the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your fathers with 
chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. And when they 
cried to the LORD, he put darkness between you and 
the Egyptians, and made the sea come upon them and 
cover them; and your eyes saw what I did to Egypt; 
and you lived in the wilderness a long time. Then I 
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brought you to the land of the Am'orites, who lived on 
the other side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and 
I gave them into your hand, and you took possession 
of their land, and I destroyed them before you. Then 
Ba'lak the son of Zippor, king of Mo'ab, arose and 
fought against Israel; and he sent and invited Ba'laam 
the son of Be'or to curse you, but I would not listen to 
Ba'laam; therefore he blessed you; so I delivered you 
out of his hand. And you went over the Jordan and 
came to Jericho, and the men of Jericho fought against 
you, and also the Am'orites, the Per'izzites, the 
Canaanites, the Hit'tites, the Gir'gashites, the Hi'vites, 
and the Jeb'usites; and I gave them into your hand. 
And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them 
out before you, the two kings of the Am'orites; it was 
not by your sword or by your bow. I gave you a land 
on which you had not labored, and cities which you 
had not built, and you dwell therein; you eat the fruit 
of vineyards and oliveyards which you did not plant.’ ” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 136:1–9 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 136, verses 1 through 
9, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
789. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

  for his mercy endures for ever. 
 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, * 

  for his mercy endures for ever. 
 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of Lords, * 

  for his mercy endures for ever. 
 
4 Who only does great wonders, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever;  
 
5 Who by wisdom made the heavens, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever;  
 
6 Who spread out the earth upon the waters, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever;  
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7 Who created great lights, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever;  
 
8 The sun to rule the day, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever;  
 
9 The moon and the stars to govern the night, * 
   for his mercy endures for ever. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
     and merciful in all his deeds. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.  
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went 
away from Galilee and entered the region of Jude'a 
beyond the Jordan; and large crowds followed him, 
and he healed them there. And Pharisees came up to 
Jesus and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce 
one’s wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you 
not read that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So 
they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” 
They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one 
to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” 
He said to them, “For your hardness of heart Moses 
allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever 
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divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries 
another, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, 
“If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is not 
expedient to marry.” But he said to them, “Not all 
men can receive this saying, but only those to whom it 
is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from 
birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made 
eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have 
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom 
of heaven. He who is able to receive this, let him 
receive it.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


