YEAR 1, PROPER 14, SATURDAY: MASS

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Am'orites AM-uh-rights
Shech'em SHEK-uhm

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Joshua

Joshua said to the people, “Now therefore fear the
LLORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;
put away the gods which your fathers served beyond
the River, and 1n Egypt, and serve the LORD. And 1f
you be unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of
the Amorites in whose land you dwell; but as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Then the
people answered, “Far be it from us that we should
forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; for it is the
LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage,
and who did those great signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way that we went, and among
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all the peoples through whom we passed; and the
LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the
Am'orites who lived in the land; therefore we also will
serve the LORD, for he is our God.” But Joshua said to
the people, “You cannot serve the LORD; for he is a
holy God; he 1s a jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD
and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you
harm, and consume you, after having done you good.”
And the people said to Joshua, “Nay; but we will serve
the LORD.” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the
LLORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods
which are among you, and incline your heart to the
LORD, the God of Israel.” And the people said to
Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and his
voice we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with
the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances
for them at Shech'em. And Joshua wrote these words
in the book of the law of God; and he took a great
stone, and set it up there under the oak in the
sanctuary of the LORD. And Joshua said to all the
people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against
us; for it has heard all the words of the LORD which
he spoke to us; therefore it shall be a witness against
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you, lest you deal falsely with your God.” So Joshua
sent the people away, every man to his inheritance.
After these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant
of the LORD, died, being a hundred and ten years old.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 16:5-11

The Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 16, verses 5 through
11, found in the red Prayer Book on page 600.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 Iwill bless the LORD who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the LORD always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
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9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit
rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there 1s fullness of joy,
and 1n your right hand are pleasures for
evermore.

The Gospel Acclamation

The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.

Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.

Reader The Lotd is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

Please turn the page for the Gospel 1 esson.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then children were brought to Jesus that he might lay
his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the
people; but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me,
and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven.” And he laid his hands on them
and went away.

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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