YEAR 1, PROPER 15, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

E'phraim EE-fray-im
¢'phod EE-fahd

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Judges

There was a man of the hill country of E'phraim,
whose name was Micah. And he said to his mother,
“The eleven hundred pieces of silver which were taken
from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also
spoke it in my ears, behold, the silver is with me; I
took it.” And his mother said, “Blessed be my son by
the LORD.” And he restored the eleven hundred pieces
of silver to his mother; and his mother said, “I
consecrate the silver to the LORD from my hand for
my son, to make a graven image and a molten image;
now therefore I will restore it to you.” So when he
restored the money to his mother, his mother took
two hundred pieces of silver, and gave it to the
silversmith, who made 1t into a graven image and a
molten image; and it was in the house of Micah. And
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the man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod
and teraphim, and installed one of his sons, who
became his priest. In those days there was no king in
Israel; every man did what was right 1n his own eyes.
Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah,
of the family of Judah, who was a Levite; and he
sojourned there. And the man departed from the town
of Bethlehem in Judah, to live where he could find a
place; and as he journeyed, he came to the hill country
of E'phraim to the house of Micah. And Micah said to
him, “From where do you come?” And he said to him,
“I am a Levite of Bethlehem 1n Judah, and I am going
to sojourn where I may find a place.” And Micah said
to him, “Stay with me, and be to me a father and a
priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year,
and a suit of apparel, and your living.” And the Levite
was content to dwell with the man; and the young man
became to him like one of his sons. And Micah
installed the Levite, and the young man became his
priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then Micah
said, “Now I know that the LORD will prosper me,
because I have a Levite as priest.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark

On the following day, when they came from Bethany,
Jesus was hungry. And seeing in the distance a fig tree
in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it.
When he came to 1t, he found nothing but leaves, for
it was not the season for figs. And he said to it, “May
no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his
disciples heard it. And they came to Jerusalem. And he
entered the temple and began to drive out those who
sold and those who bought in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the
seats of those who sold pigeons; and he would not
allow any one to carry anything through the temple.
And he taught, and said to them, “Is it not written,
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And
the chief priests and the scribes heard it and sought a
way to destroy him; for they feared him, because all
the multitude was astonished at his teaching. And
when evening came they went out of the city. As they
passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree
withered away to its roots. And Peter remembered and
said to him, “Master, look! The fig tree which you
cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered them,
“Have faith in God. Truly, I say to you, whoever says
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to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what
he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer,
believe that you have recetved it, and i1t will be yours.
And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have
anything against any one; so that your Father also who
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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