YEAR 1, PROPER 15, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

E'phraim EE-fray-im

Je'bus JEE-buhs

Jeb'usites JEB-yuu-sights
Gib'e-ah GIB-ee-uh (hard “G”)
Ra'mah RAY-mah

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Judges

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a
certain Levite was sojourning in the remote parts of
the hill country of E'phraim, who took to himself a
concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. And his
concubine became angry with him, and she went away
from him to her father’s house at Bethlehem 1in Judah,
and was there some four months. Then her husband
arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and
bring her back. He had with him his servant and a
couple of asses. And he came to her father’s house;
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and when the girl’s father saw him, he came with joy
to meet him. And his father-in-law, the girl’s father,
made him stay, and he remained with him three days;
so they ate and drank, and lodged there. And on the
fourth day they arose early in the morning, and he
prepared to go; but the girl’s father said to his son-in-
law, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel of bread,
and after that you may go.” So the two men sat and
ate and drank together; and the girl’s father said to the
man, “Be pleased to spend the night, and let your
heart be merry.” And when the man rose up to go, his
father-in-law urged him, till he lodged there again. And
on the fifth day he arose early in the morning to
depart; and the girl’s father said, “Strengthen your
heart, and tarry until the day declines.” So they ate,
both of them. And when the man and his concubine
and his servant rose up to depart, his father-in-law, the
oirl’s father, said to him, “Behold, now the day has
waned toward evening; pray tarry all night. Behold, the
day draws to its close; lodge here and let your heart be
merry; and tomorrow you shall arise early in the
morning for your journey, and go home.” But the man
would not spend the night; he rose up and departed,
and arrived opposite Je'bus (that is, Jerusalem). He had
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with him a couple of saddled asses, and his concubine
was with him. When they were near Je'bus, the day
was far spent, and the servant said to his master,
“Come now, let us turn aside to this city of the
Jeb'usites, and spend the night in it.” And his master
said to him, “We will not turn aside into the city of
foreigners, who do not belong to the people of Israel;
but we will pass on to Gib'e-ah.” And he said to his
servant, “Come and let us draw near to one of these
places, and spend the night at Gib'e-ah or at Ra'mah.”
So they passed on and went their way; and the sun
went down on them near Gib'e-ah, which belongs to
Benjamin, and they turned aside there, to go in and
spend the night at Gib'e-ah. And he went in and sat
down in the open square of the city; for no man took

them 1into his house to spend the night.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And Jesus and his disciples came again to Jerusalem.
And as Jesus was walking in the temple, the chief
priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and
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they said to him, “By what authority are you doing
these things, or who gave you this authority to do
them?” Jesus said to them, “I will ask you a question;
answer me, and [ will tell you by what authority I do
these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or
from men? Answer me.” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say, “‘Why
then did you not believe him?” But shall we say, ‘From
men’? ”—they were afraid of the people, for all held
that John was a real prophet. So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”
And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man
planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug
a pit for the wine press, and built a tower, and let it
out to tenants, and went into another country. When
the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, to get
from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they
took him and beat him, and sent him away empty-
handed. Again he sent to them another servant, and
they wounded him in the head, and treated him
shamefully. And he sent another, and him they killed;
and so with many others, some they beat and some
they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son;
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finally he sent him to them, saying, “They will respect
my son.” But those tenants said to one another, “This is
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.” And they took him and killed him, and cast
him out of the vineyard. What will the owner of the
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants,
and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read this
scripture: “The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” And they tried
to arrest him, but feared the multitude, for they
perceived that he had told the parable against them; so
they left him and went away.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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