
YEAR 1, PROPER 15, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Esh'-taol ESH-tay-ohl
Kir'iath-je'arim kir-i-ath-JEE-uh-rim
Ma'haneh-dan MAY-hah-nuh-dan
La'ish LAY-ish

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those
days the tribe of  the Danites was seeking for itself  an 
inheritance to dwell in; for until then no inheritance 
among the tribes of  Israel had fallen to them. So the 
Danites sent five able men from the whole number of  
their tribe, from Zor'ah and from Esh'ta-ol, to spy out 
the land and to explore it; and they said to them, “Go 
and explore the land.” And they came to the hill 
country of  E'phraim, to the house of  Micah, and 
lodged there. When they were by the house of  Micah, 
they recognized the voice of  the young Levite; and 
they turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you 
here? What are you doing in this place? What is your 
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business here?” And he said to them, “Thus and thus 
has Micah dealt with me: he has hired me, and I have 
become his priest.” And they said to him, “Inquire of  
God, we pray thee, that we may know whether the 
journey on which we are setting out will succeed.” 
And the priest said to them, “Go in peace. The 
journey on which you go is under the eye of  the 
LORD.” Then the five men departed, and came to 
La'ish, and saw the people who were there, how they 
dwelt in security, after the manner of  the Sido'nians, 
quiet and unsuspecting, lacking nothing that is in the 
earth, and possessing wealth, and how they were far 
from the Sido'nians and had no dealings with any one. 
And when they came to their brethren at Zor'ah and 
Esh'ta-ol, their brethren said to them, “What do you 
report?” They said, “Arise, and let us go up against 
them; for we have seen the land, and behold, it is very 
fertile. And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go,
and enter in and possess the land. When you go, you 
will come to an unsuspecting people. The land is 
broad; yea, God has given it into your hands, a place 
where there is no lack of  anything that is in the earth.”
And six hundred men of  the tribe of  Dan, armed with
weapons of  war, set forth from Zor'ah and Esh'ta-ol, 
and went up and encamped at Kir'iath-je'arim in 
Judah. On this account that place is called Ma'haneh-
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dan to this day; behold, it is west of  Kir'iath-je'arim. 
And they passed on from there to the hill country of  
E'phraim, and came to the house of  Micah. Then the 
five men who had gone to spy out the country of  
La'ish said to their brethren, “Do you know that in 
these houses there are an ephod, teraphim, a graven 
image, and a molten image? Now therefore consider 
what you will do.” And they turned aside thither, and 
came to the house of  the young Levite, at the home 
of  Micah, and asked him of  his welfare.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And they came again to Jerusalem. And as Jesus was 
walking in the temple, the chief  priests and the scribes 
and the elders came to him, and they said to him, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, or who gave
you this authority to do them?” Jesus said to them, “I 
will ask you a question; answer me, and I will tell you 
by what authority I do these things. Was the baptism 
of  John from heaven or from men? Answer me.” And 
they argued with one another, “If  we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ But shall we say, ‘From men’? ”—they were 
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afraid of  the people, for all held that John was a real 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things.” And he began to 
speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, 
and set a hedge around it, and dug a pit for the wine 
press, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and 
went into another country. When the time came, he 
sent a servant to the tenants, to get from them some 
of  the fruit of  the vineyard. And they took him and 
beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. Again he 
sent to them another servant, and they wounded him 
in the head, and treated him shamefully. And he sent 
another, and him they killed; and so with many others, 
some they beat and some they killed. He had still one 
other, a beloved son; finally he sent him to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those tenants 
said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ And they took 
him and killed him, and cast him out of  the vineyard. 
What will the owner of  the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the tenants, and give the vineyard to 
others. Have you not read this scripture: ‘The very 
stone which the builders rejected has become the head
of  the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes’?” And they tried to arrest him, 
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but feared the multitude, for they perceived that he 
had told the parable against them; so they left him and
went away.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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