YEAR 1, PROPER 15, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

E'phraim EE-fray-im
Gib'e-ah GIB-ee-uh (hard “G”)

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Judges

And behold, an old man was coming from his work in
the field at evening; the man was from the hill country
of E'phraim, and he was sojourning in Gib'e-ah; the
men of the place were Benjaminites. And he lifted up
his eyes, and saw the wayfarer in the open square of
the city; and the old man said, “Where are you going?
and whence do you comer” And he said to him, “We
are passing from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote
parts of the hill country of E'phraim, from which I
come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; and I am going
to my home; and nobody takes me into his house. We
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have straw and provender for our asses, with bread
and wine for me and your maidservant and the young
man with your servants; there 1s no lack of anything.”
And the old man said, “Peace be to you; I will care for
all your wants; only, do not spend the night in the
square.” So he brought him into his house, and gave
the asses provender; and they washed their feet, and
ate and drank. As they were making their hearts merry,
behold, the men of the city, base fellows, beset the
house round about, beating on the door; and they said
to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out
the man who came into your house, that we may know
him.” And the man, the master of the house, went out
to them and said to them, “No, my brethren, do not
act so wickedly; seeing that this man has come into my
house, do not do this vile thing. Behold, here are my
virgin daughter and his concubine; let me bring them
out now. Ravish them and do with them what seems
good to you; but against this man do not do so vile a
thing.” But the men would not listen to him. So the
man seized his concubine, and put her out to them,;
and they knew her, and abused her all night until the
morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her
go. And as morning appeared, the woman came and
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fell down at the door of the man’s house where her
master was, till it was light. And her master rose up in
the morning, and when he opened the doors of the
house and went out to go on his way, behold, there
was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with
her hands on the threshold. He said to her, “Get up,
let us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he
put her upon the ass; and the man rose up and went
away to his home. And when he entered his house, he
took a knife, and laying hold of his concubine he
divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent
her throughout all the territory of Israel. And all who
saw 1t said, “Such a thing has never happened or been
seen from the day that the people of Israel came up
out of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it, take
counsel, and speak.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Please turn the page for the Second 1 esson.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Hero'di-ans her-ROH-dee-ins
Sad'ducees SAD-ju-sees

The Second 1esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And they sent to Jesus some of the Pharisees and
some of the Hero'di-ans, to entrap him in his talk.
And they came and said to him, ““T'eacher, we know
that you are true, and care for no man; for you do not
regard the position of men, but truly teach the way of
God. Is it lawtul to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should
we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their
hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test?
Bring me a coin, and let me look at it.” And they
brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness
and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
And they were amazed at him. And Sad'ducees came
to him, who say that there is no resurrection; and they
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asked him a question, saying, ‘““I'eacher, Moses wrote
for us that if 2 man’s brother dies and leaves a wife,
but leaves no child, the man must take the wife, and
raise up children for his brother. There were seven
brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left
no children; and the second took her, and died, leaving
no children; and the third likewise; and the seven left
no children. Last of all the woman also died. In the
resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had
her as wife.” Jesus said to them, “Is not this why you
are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor
the power of God? For when they rise from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven. And as for the dead being raised,
have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
passage about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the
living; you are quite wrong.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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