
YEAR 1, PROPER 15, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Now the six hundred men of  the Danites, armed with 
their weapons of  war, stood by the entrance of  the 
gate; and the five men who had gone to spy out the 
land went up, and entered and took the graven image, 
the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten image, while 
the priest stood by the entrance of  the gate with the 
six hundred men armed with weapons of  war. And 
when these went into Micah’s house and took the 
graven image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten
image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 
And they said to him, “Keep quiet, put your hand 
upon your mouth, and come with us, and be to us a 
father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priest to 
the house of  one man, or to be priest to a tribe and 
family in Israel?” And the priest’s heart was glad; he 
took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven 
image, and went in the midst of  the people. So they 
turned and departed, putting the little ones and the 
cattle and the goods in front of  them. When they were
a good way from the home of  Micah, the men who 
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were in the houses near Micah’s house were called out,
and they overtook the Danites. And they shouted to 
the Danites, who turned round and said to Micah, 
“What ails you that you come with such a company?” 
And he said, “You take my gods which I made, and 
the priest, and go away, and what have I left? How 
then do you ask me, ‘What ails you?’ ” And the 
Danites said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard 
among us, lest angry fellows fall upon you, and you 
lose your life with the lives of  your household.” Then 
the Danites went their way; and when Micah saw that 
they were too strong for him, he turned and went back
to his home. And taking what Micah had made, and 
the priest who belonged to him, the Danites came to 
La'ish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting, and smote 
them with the edge of  the sword, and burned the city 
with fire. And there was no deliverer because it was far
from Si'don, and they had no dealings with any one. It 
was in the valley which belongs to Beth-re'hob. And 
they rebuilt the city, and dwelt in it. And they named 
the city Dan, after the name of  Dan their ancestor, 
who was born to Israel; but the name of  the city was 
La'ish at the first. And the Danites set up the graven 
image for themselves; and Jonathan the son of  
Ger'shom, son of  Moses, and his sons were priests to 
the tribe of  the Danites until the day of  the captivity 
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of  the land. So they set up Micah’s graven image 
which he made, as long as the house of  God was at 
Shiloh.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And they sent to Jesus some of  the Pharisees and 
some of  the Hero'di-ans, to entrap him in his talk. 
And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know 
that you are true, and care for no man; for you do not 
regard the position of  men, but truly teach the way of  
God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should
we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their 
hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? 
Bring me a coin, and let me look at it.” And they 
brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness 
and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 
Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
And they were amazed at him. And Sad'ducees came 
to him, who say that there is no resurrection; and they 
asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote 
for us that if  a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, 
but leaves no child, the man must take the wife, and 
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raise up children for his brother. There were seven 
brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left 
no children; and the second took her, and died, leaving
no children; and the third likewise; and the seven left 
no children. Last of  all the woman also died. In the 
resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had
her as wife.” Jesus said to them, “Is not this why you 
are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor 
the power of  God? For when they rise from the dead, 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven. And as for the dead being raised,
have you not read in the book of  Moses, in the 
passage about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am 
the God of  Abraham, and the God of  Isaac, and the 
God of  Jacob’? He is not God of  the dead, but of  the
living; you are quite wrong.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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