
YEAR 1, PROPER 15, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Za'dok ZAY-dahk
Abi'athar uh-BIGH-uh-thahr
Ama'sa uh-MAY-suh
Shim'e-i SHIM-e-igh
Ge'ra GEE-rah (G is hard)
Bahu'rim bah-HUU-rim
Zi'ba ZIGH-buh
Abi'shai ah-BIGH-shigh
Zerui'ah zer-ruu-IGH-uh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
It was told Jo'ab, “Behold, the king is weeping and 
mourning for Ab'salom.” So the victory that day was 
turned into mourning for all the people; for the people
heard that day, “The king is grieving for his son.” And 
the people stole into the city that day as people steal in
who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The king 
covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, 
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“O my son Ab'salom, O Ab'salom, my son, my son!” 
Then Jo'ab came into the house to the king, and said, 
“You have today covered with shame the faces of  all 
your servants, who have this day saved your life, and 
the lives of  your sons and your daughters, and the lives
of  your wives and your concubines, because you love 
those who hate you and hate those who love you. For 
you have made it clear today that commanders and 
servants are nothing to you; for today I perceive that if
Ab'salom were alive and all of  us were dead today, 
then you would be pleased. Now therefore arise, go 
out and speak kindly to your servants; for I swear by 
the LORD, if  you do not go, not a man will stay with 
you this night; and this will be worse for you than all 
the evil that has come upon you from your youth until 
now.” Then the king arose, and took his seat in the 
gate. And the people were all told, “Behold, the king is
sitting in the gate”; and all the people came before the 
king. Now Israel had fled every man to his own home. 
And all the people were at strife throughout all the 
tribes of  Israel, saying, “The king delivered us from 
the hand of  our enemies, and saved us from the hand 
of  the Philistines; and now he has fled out of  the land 
from Ab'salom. But Ab'salom, whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do you 
say nothing about bringing the king back?” And King 
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David sent this message to Za'dok and Abi'athar the 
priests, “Say to the elders of  Judah, ‘Why should you 
be the last to bring the king back to his house, when 
the word of  all Israel has come to the king? You are 
my kinsmen, you are my bone and my flesh; why then 
should you be the last to bring back the king?’ And say
to Ama'sa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? God 
do so to me, and more also, if  you are not commander
of  my army henceforth in place of  Jo'ab.’ ” And he 
swayed the heart of  all the men of  Judah as one man; 
so that they sent word to the king, “Return, both you 
and all your servants.” So the king came back to the 
Jordan; and Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and
to bring the king over the Jordan. And Shim'e-i the 
son of  Ger'a, the Benjaminite, from Bahu'rim, made 
haste to come down with the men of  Judah to meet 
King David; and with him were a thousand men from 
Benjamin. And Zi'ba the servant of  the house of  Saul,
with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed 
down to the Jordan before the king, and they crossed 
the ford to bring over the king’s household, and to do 
his pleasure. And Shim'e-i the son of  Ger'a fell down 
before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 
and said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty 
or remember how your servant did wrong on the day 
my lord the king left Jerusalem; let not the king bear it 

YEAR 1, PROPER 15, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

2 SAMUEL 19:1–23; ACTS 24:1–23



in mind. For your servant knows that I have sinned; 
therefore, behold, I have come this day, the first of  all 
the house of  Joseph to come down to meet my lord 
the king.” Abi'shai the son of  Zeru'iah answered, 
“Shall not Shim'e-i be put to death for this, because he
cursed the LORD’S anointed?” But David said, “What 
have I to do with you, you sons of  Zeru'iah, that you 
should this day be as an adversary to me? Shall any 
one be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not 
know that I am this day king over Israel?” And the 
king said to Shim'e-i, “You shall not die.” And the king
gave him his oath.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And after five days the high priest Anani'as came 
down with some elders and a spokesman, one 
Tertul'lus. They laid before the governor their case 
against Paul; and when he was called, Tertul'lus began 
to accuse him, saying: “Since through you we enjoy 
much peace, and since by your provision, most 
excellent Felix, reforms are introduced on behalf  of  
this nation, in every way and everywhere we accept 
this with all gratitude. But, to detain you no further, I 
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beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. For we 
have found this man a pestilent fellow, an agitator 
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of  the sect of  the Nazarenes. He even tried 
to profane the temple, but we seized him. By 
examining him yourself  you will be able to learn from 
him about everything of  which we accuse him.” The 
Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all this 
was so. And when the governor had motioned to him 
to speak, Paul replied: “Realizing that for many years 
you have been judge over this nation, I cheerfully 
make my defense. As you may ascertain, it is not more 
than twelve days since I went up to worship at 
Jerusalem; and they did not find me disputing with any
one or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in 
the synagogues, or in the city. Neither can they prove 
to you what they now bring up against me. But this I 
admit to you, that according to the Way, which they 
call a sect, I worship the God of  our fathers, believing 
everything laid down by the law or written in the 
prophets, having a hope in God which these 
themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of  
both the just and the unjust. So I always take pains to 
have a clear conscience toward God and toward men. 
Now after some years I came to bring to my nation 
alms and offerings. As I was doing this, they found me
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purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. 
But some Jews from Asia—they ought to be here 
before you and to make an accusation, if  they have 
anything against me. Or else let these men themselves 
say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before 
the council, except this one thing which I cried out 
while standing among them, ‘With respect to the 
resurrection of  the dead I am on trial before you this 
day.’ ” But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge 
of  the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lys'ias the 
tribune comes down, I will decide your case.” Then he
gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in 
custody but should have some liberty, and that none 
of  his friends should be prevented from attending to 
his needs.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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