
YEAR 1, PROPER 15, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Mephib'osheth me-FIB-o-sheth
Zi'ba ZIGH-buh
Barzil'lai bar-ZIL-ay-igh
Ro'gelim RO-guh-lim
Ma'hana'im MAY-hah-NAY-im 
Chim'ham KIM-ham

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
And Mephib'osheth the son of  Saul came down to 
meet the king; he had neither dressed his feet, nor 
trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the 
day the king departed until the day he came back in 
safety. And when he came from Jerusalem to meet the 
king, the king said to him, “Why did you not go with 
me, Mephib'osheth?” He answered, “My lord, O king, 
my servant deceived me; for your servant said to him, 
‘Saddle an ass for me, that I may ride upon it and go 
with the king.’ For your servant is lame. He has 
slandered your servant to my lord the king. But my 
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lord the king is like the angel of  God; do therefore 
what seems good to you. For all my father’s house 
were but men doomed to death before my lord the 
king; but you set your servant among those who eat at 
your table. What further right have I, then, to cry to 
the king?” And the king said to him, “Why speak any 
more of  your affairs? I have decided: you and Zi'ba 
shall divide the land.” And Mephib'osheth said to the 
king, “Oh, let him take it all, since my lord the king 
has come safely home.” Now Barzil'lai the Gileadite 
had come down from Ro'gelim; and he went on with 
the king to the Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. 
Barzil'lai was a very aged man, eighty years old; and he 
had provided the king with food while he stayed at 
Mahana'im; for he was a very wealthy man. And the 
king said to Barzil'lai, “Come over with me, and I will 
provide for you with me in Jerusalem.” But Barzil'lai 
said to the king, “How many years have I still to live, 
that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem? I am 
this day eighty years old; can I discern what is pleasant 
and what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats 
or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the voice of  
singing men and singing women? Why then should 
your servant be an added burden to my lord the king? 
Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with 
the king. Why should the king recompense me with 
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such a reward? Pray let your servant return, that I may 
die in my own city, near the grave of  my father and my
mother. But here is your servant Chim'ham; let him go
over with my lord the king; and do for him whatever 
seems good to you.” And the king answered, 
“Chim'ham shall go over with me, and I will do for 
him whatever seems good to you; and all that you 
desire of  me I will do for you.” Then all the people 
went over the Jordan, and the king went over; and the 
king kissed Barzil'lai and blessed him, and he returned 
to his own home. The king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chim'ham went on with him; all the people of  Judah, 
and also half  the people of  Israel, brought the king on
his way. Then all the men of  Israel came to the king, 
and said to the king, “Why have our brethren the men 
of  Judah stolen you away, and brought the king and 
his household over the Jordan, and all David’s men 
with him?” All the men of  Judah answered the men of
Israel, “Because the king is near of  kin to us. Why 
then are you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at 
all at the king’s expense? Or has he given us any gift?” 
And the men of  Israel answered the men of  Judah, 
“We have ten shares in the king, and in David also we 
have more than you. Why then did you despise us? 
Were we not the first to speak of  bringing back our 
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king?” But the words of  the men of  Judah were fiercer
than the words of  the men of  Israel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
After some days Felix came with his wife Drusil'la, 
who was a Jewess; and he sent for Paul and heard him 
speak upon faith in Christ Jesus. And as he argued 
about justice and self-control and future judgment, 
Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present; 
when I have an opportunity I will summon you.” At 
the same time he hoped that money would be given 
him by Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed 
with him. But when two years had elapsed, Felix was 
succeeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring to do the 
Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. Now when 
Festus had come into his province, after three days he 
went up to Jerusalem from Caesare'a. And the chief  
priests and the principal men of  the Jews informed 
him against Paul; and they urged him, asking as a favor
to have the man sent to Jerusalem, planning an 
ambush to kill him on the way. Festus replied that Paul
was being kept at Caesare'a, and that he himself  
intended to go there shortly. “So,” said he, “let the 
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men of  authority among you go down with me, and if
there is anything wrong about the man, let them 
accuse him.” When he had stayed among them not 
more than eight or ten days, he went down to 
Caesare'a; and the next day he took his seat on the 
tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. And when he
had come, the Jews who had gone down from 
Jerusalem stood about him, bringing against him many
serious charges which they could not prove. Paul said 
in his defense, “Neither against the law of  the Jews, 
nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I 
offended at all.” But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a 
favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to 
Jerusalem, and there be tried on these charges before 
me?” But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar’s 
tribunal, where I ought to be tried; to the Jews I have 
done no wrong, as you know very well. If  then I am a 
wrongdoer, and have committed anything for which I 
deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death; but if  
there is nothing in their charges against me, no one 
can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” Then 
Festus, when he had conferred with his council, 
answered, “You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar 
you shall go.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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