
YEAR 1, PROPER 15, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Now these are the last words of  David: The oracle of  
David, the son of  Jesse, the oracle of  the man who 
was raised on high, the anointed of  the God of  Jacob, 
the sweet psalmist of  Israel: “The Spirit of  the LORD 
speaks by me, his word is upon my tongue. The God 
of  Israel has spoken, the Rock of  Israel has said to 
me: When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear 
of  God, he dawns on them like the morning light, like 
the sun shining forth upon a cloudless morning, like 
rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth. Yea, 
does not my house stand so with God? For he has 
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and secure. For will he not cause to prosper all 
my help and my desire? But godless men are all like 
thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be taken 
with the hand; but the man who touches them arms 
himself  with iron and the shaft of  a spear, and they 
are utterly consumed with fire.” And three of  the 
thirty chief  men went down, and came about harvest 
time to David at the cave of  Adullam, when a band of
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Philistines was encamped in the valley of  Reph'aim. 
David was then in the stronghold; and the garrison of  
the Philistines was then at Bethlehem. And David said 
longingly, “O that some one would give me water to 
drink from the well of  Bethlehem which is by the 
gate!” Then the three mighty men broke through the 
camp of  the Philistines, and drew water out of  the 
well of  Bethlehem which was by the gate, and took 
and brought it to David. But he would not drink of  it; 
he poured it out to the LORD, and said, “Far be it from
me, O LORD, that I should do this. Shall I drink the 
blood of  the men who went at the risk of  their lives?” 
Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the 
three mighty men.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king 
and Berni'ce arrived at Caesare'a to welcome Festus. 
And as they stayed there many days, Festus laid Paul’s 
case before the king, saying, “There is a man left 
prisoner by Felix; and when I was at Jerusalem, the 
chief  priests and the elders of  the Jews gave 
information about him, asking for sentence against 
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him. I answered them that it was not the custom of  
the Romans to give up any one before the accused met
the accusers face to face, and had opportunity to make
his defense concerning the charge laid against him. 
When therefore they came together here, I made no 
delay, but on the next day took my seat on the tribunal
and ordered the man to be brought in. When the 
accusers stood up, they brought no charge in his case 
of  such evils as I supposed; but they had certain 
points of  dispute with him about their own 
superstition and about one Jesus, who was dead, but 
whom Paul asserted to be alive. Being at a loss how to 
investigate these questions, I asked whether he wished 
to go to Jerusalem and be tried there regarding them. 
But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for 
the decision of  the emperor, I commanded him to be 
held until I could send him to Caesar.” And Agrippa 
said to Festus, “I should like to hear the man myself.” 
“Tomorrow,” said he, “you shall hear him.” So on the 
morrow Agrippa and Berni'ce came with great pomp, 
and they entered the audience hall with the military 
tribunes and the prominent men of  the city. Then by 
command of  Festus Paul was brought in. And Festus 
said, “King Agrippa and all who are present with us, 
you see this man about whom the whole Jewish people
petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here, shouting 
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that he ought not to live any longer. But I found that 
he had done nothing deserving death; and as he 
himself  appealed to the emperor, I decided to send 
him. But I have nothing definite to write to my lord 
about him. Therefore I have brought him before you, 
and, especially before you, King Agrippa, that, after we
have examined him, I may have something to write. 
For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a 
prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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