
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then Job answered: “O that my vexation were 
weighed, and all my calamity laid in the balances! For 
then it would be heavier than the sand of  the sea; 
therefore my words have been rash. For the arrows of  
the Almighty are in me; my spirit drinks their poison; 
the terrors of  God are arrayed against me. O that I 
might have my request, and that God would grant my 
desire; that it would please God to crush me, that he 
would let loose his hand and cut me off! This would 
be my consolation; I would even exult in pain 
unsparing; for I have not denied the words of  the 
Holy One. What is my strength, that I should wait? 
And what is my end, that I should be patient? Is my 
strength the strength of  stones, or is my flesh bronze? 
In truth I have no help in me, and any resource is 
driven from me. He who withholds kindness from a 
friend forsakes the fear of  the Almighty. My brethren 
are treacherous as a torrent-bed, as freshets that pass 
away. Such you have now become to me; you see my 
calamity, and are afraid.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus began to say to Peter and James and John and 
Andrew: “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as 
its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away before all these things take place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. But of  that day or that hour no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. Take heed, watch; for you do not 
know when the time will come. It is like a man going 
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Watch therefore—
for you do not know when the master of  the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or in the morning—lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Watch.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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