
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Then two harlots came to the king, and stood before 
him. The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, this woman 
and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth to a 
child while she was in the house. Then on the third 
day after I was delivered, this woman also gave birth; 
and we were alone; there was no one else with us in 
the house, only we two were in the house. And this 
woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on it. 
And she arose at midnight, and took my son from 
beside me, while your maidservant slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom. When 
I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, it was 
dead; but when I looked at it closely in the morning, 
behold, it was not the child that I had borne.” But the 
other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and 
the dead child is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead 
child is yours, and the living child is mine.” Thus they 
spoke before the king. Then the king said, “The one 
says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’;
and the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my 

YEAR 1, PROPER 16, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

1 KINGS 3:16–28; ACTS 27:27–44



son is the living one.’” And the king said, “Bring me a 
sword.” So a sword was brought before the king. And 
the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give 
half  to the one, and half  to the other.” Then the 
woman whose son was alive said to the king, because 
her heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, give her 
the living child, and by no means slay it.” But the other
said, “It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.” 
Then the king answered and said, “Give the living 
child to the first woman, and by no means slay it; she 
is its mother.” And all Israel heard of  the judgment 
which the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of
the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of  
God was in him, to render justice.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
When the fourteenth night had come, as we were 
drifting across the sea of  A'dria, about midnight the 
sailors suspected that they were nearing land. So they 
sounded and found twenty fathoms; a little farther on 
they sounded again and found fifteen fathoms. And 
fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let out 
four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to 
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come. And as the sailors were seeking to escape from 
the ship, and had lowered the boat into the sea, under 
pretense of  laying out anchors from the bow, Paul said
to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men 
stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” Then the 
soldiers cut away the ropes of  the boat, and let it go. 
As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take 
some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that 
you have continued in suspense and without food, 
having taken nothing. Therefore I urge you to take 
some food; it will give you strength, since not a hair is 
to perish from the head of  any of  you.” And when he 
had said this, he took bread, and giving thanks to God 
in the presence of  all he broke it and began to eat. 
Then they all were encouraged and ate some food 
themselves. (We were in all two hundred and seventy-
six persons in the ship.) And when they had eaten 
enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the 
wheat into the sea. Now when it was day, they did not 
recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a 
beach, on which they planned if  possible to bring the 
ship ashore. So they cast off  the anchors and left them
in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that 
tied the rudders; then hoisting the foresail to the wind 
they made for the beach. But striking a shoal they ran 
the vessel aground; the bow stuck and remained 
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immovable, and the stern was broken up by the surf. 
The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any 
should swim away and escape; but the centurion, 
wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out 
their purpose. He ordered those who could swim to 
throw themselves overboard first and make for the 
land, and the rest on planks or on pieces of  the ship. 
And so it was that all escaped to land.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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