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YEAR 1, PROPER 16, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 
[Pronunciation note for verse 5: the verb “purpose” is 
pronounced as the noun “purpose” is pronounced.] 
 

Sido'nians   si-DOH-nee-uhns 
Adoni'ram   ad-o-NIGH-ruhm 
Ge'bal    GEE-bahl (“G” is hard) 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 
Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to 
Solomon, when he heard that they had anointed him 
king in place of his father; for Hiram always loved 
David. And Solomon sent word to Hiram, “You know 
that David my father could not build a house for the 
name of the LORD his God because of the warfare 
with which his enemies surrounded him, until the 
LORD put them under the soles of his feet. But now 
the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; 
there is neither adversary nor misfortune. And so I 
purpose to build a house for the name of the LORD 
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my God, as the LORD said to David my father, ‘Your 
son, whom I will set upon your throne in your place, 
shall build the house for my name.’ Now therefore 
command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me; and 
my servants will join your servants, and I will pay you 
for your servants such wages as you set; for you know 
that there is no one among us who knows how to cut 
timber like the Sido'nians.” When Hiram heard the 
words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, 
“Blessed be the LORD this day, who has given to 
David a wise son to be over this great people.” And 
Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the 
message which you have sent to me; I am ready to do 
all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress 
timber. My servants shall bring it down to the sea 
from Lebanon; and I will make it into rafts to go by 
sea to the place you direct, and I will have them 
broken up there, and you shall receive it; and you shall 
meet my wishes by providing food for my household.” 
So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of 
cedar and cypress that he desired, while Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for his 
household, and twenty thousand cors of beaten oil. 
Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. And the 
LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him; 
and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; 
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and the two of them made a treaty. King Solomon 
raised a levy of forced labor out of all Israel; and the 
levy numbered thirty thousand men. And he sent them 
to Lebanon, ten thousand a month in relays; they 
would be a month in Lebanon and two months at 
home; Adoni'ram was in charge of the levy. Solomon 
also had seventy thousand burden-bearers and eighty 
thousand hewers of stone in the hill country, besides 
Solomon’s three thousand three hundred chief officers 
who were over the work, who had charge of the 
people who carried on the work. At the king’s 
command, they quarried out great, costly stones in 
order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed 
stones. So Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders 
and the men of Ge'bal did the hewing and prepared 
the timber and the stone to build the house. In the 
four hundred and eightieth year after the people of 
Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year 
of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, 
which is the second month, he began to build the 
house of the LORD. When the house was built, it was 
with stone prepared at the quarry; so that neither 
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the 
temple, while it was being built. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Publius    PUHB-lee-uhs 
Rhe'gium,    REE-ji-uhm 
Pute'o-li    puu-TEE-o-ligh 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
After we had escaped, we then learned that the island 
was called Malta. And the natives showed us unusual 
kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, 
because it had begun to rain and was cold. Paul had 
gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, 
when a viper came out because of the heat and 
fastened on his hand. When the natives saw the 
creature hanging from his hand, they said to one 
another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though 
he has escaped from the sea, justice has not allowed 
him to live.” He, however, shook off the creature into 
the fire and suffered no harm. They waited, expecting 
him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead; but when 
they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune 
come to him, they changed their minds and said that 
he was a god. Now in the neighborhood of that place 
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were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, 
named Publius, who received us and entertained us 
hospitably for three days. It happened that the father 
of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery; and Paul 
visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him 
healed him. And when this had taken place, the rest of 
the people on the island who had diseases also came 
and were cured. They presented many gifts to us; and 
when we sailed, they put on board whatever we 
needed. After three months we set sail in a ship which 
had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, with 
the Twin Brothers as figurehead. Putting in at 
Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. And from 
there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhe'gium; and 
after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the 
second day we came to Pute'o-li. There we found 
brethren, and were invited to stay with them for seven 
days. And so we came to Rome. And the brethren 
there, when they heard of us, came as far as the Forum 
of Ap'pius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing 
them Paul thanked God and took courage. And when 
we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by 
himself, with the soldier that guarded him. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


