YEAR 1, PROPER 16, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Plet'ades PLEE-uh-deez
Ra'hab RAY-hab

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Job

Then Job answered: “Truly I know that it is so: but
how can a man be just before God? If one wished to
contend with him, one could not answer him once in a
thousand times. He is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength—who has hardened himself against him, and
succeeded?’—he who removes mountains, and they
know 1t not, when he overturns them 1n his anger;
who shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars
tremble; who commands the sun, and it does not rise;
who seals up the stars; who alone stretched out the
heavens, and trampled the waves of the sea; who made
the Bear and Orion, the Plei'ades and the chambers of
the south; who does great things beyond
understanding, and marvelous things without number.
Lo, he passes by me, and I see him not; he moves on,
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but I do not perceive him. Behold, he snatches away;
who can hinder him? Who will say to him, “‘What doest
thou’» God will not turn back his anger; beneath him
bowed the helpers of Ra'hab. How then can I answer
him, choosing my words with him? Though I am
innocent, I cannot answer him; I must appeal for
mercy to my accuser. For he is not a man, as I am, that
I might answer him, that we should come to trial
together. There is no umpire between us, who might
lay his hand upon us both. Let him take his rod away
from me, and let not dread of him terrify me. Then I
would speak without fear of him, for I am not so in

myself.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark
And Jesus said to the disciples, “You will all fall away;
for it 1s written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered.” But after I am raised up, I will
go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even
though they all fall away, I will not.” And Jesus said to
him, “T'ruly, I say to you, this very night, before the
cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But
he said vehemently, “If I must die with you, I will not
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deny you.” And they all said the same. And they went
to a place which was called Gethsem'ane; and he said
to his disciples, “Sit here, while I pray.” And he took
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to them,
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here,
and watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all
things are possible to thee; remove this cup from me;
yet not what I will, but what thou wilt.” And he came
and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter,
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one
hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the
same words. And again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did
not know what to answer him. And he came the third
time, and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? It 1s enough; the hour has come; the
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise,

let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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