
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house
of  the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in 
the things which David his father had dedicated, the 
silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the
treasuries of  the house of  the LORD. Then Solomon 
assembled the elders of  Israel and all the heads of  the 
tribes, the leaders of  the fathers’ houses of  the people 
of  Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of  the covenant of  the LORD out of  the 
city of  David, which is Zion. And all the men of  Israel
assembled to King Solomon at the feast in the month 
Eth'anim, which is the seventh month. And all the 
elders of  Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 
And they brought up the ark of  the LORD, the tent of  
meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; 
the priests and the Levites brought them up. And King
Solomon and all the congregation of  Israel, who had 
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, 
sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not
be counted or numbered. Then the priests brought the
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ark of  the covenant of  the LORD to its place, in the 
inner sanctuary of  the house, in the most holy place, 
underneath the wings of  the cherubim. For the 
cherubim spread out their wings over the place of  the 
ark, so that the cherubim made a covering above the 
ark and its poles. And the poles were so long that the 
ends of  the poles were seen from the holy place 
before the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen 
from outside; and they are there to this day. There was 
nothing in the ark except the two tables of  stone 
which Moses put there at Horeb, where the LORD 
made a covenant with the people of  Israel, when they 
came out of  the land of  Egypt. And when the priests 
came out of  the holy place, a cloud filled the house of
the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of  the cloud; for the glory of  the 
LORD filled the house of  the LORD. Then Solomon 
said, “The LORD has set the sun in the heavens, but 
has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. I have 
built thee an exalted house, a place for thee to dwell in 
for ever.” Then the king faced about, and blessed all 
the assembly of  Israel, while all the assembly of  Israel 
stood. And he said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of
Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he 
promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 
‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of  
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Egypt, I chose no city in all the tribes of  Israel in 
which to build a house, that my name might be there; 
but I chose David to be over my people Israel.’ Now it
was in the heart of  David my father to build a house 
for the name of  the LORD, the God of  Israel. But the 
LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your
heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it
was in your heart; nevertheless you shall not build the 
house, but your son who shall be born to you shall 
build the house for my name.’ Now the LORD has 
fulfilled his promise which he made; for I have risen in
the place of  David my father, and sit on the throne of  
Israel, as the LORD promised, and I have built the 
house for the name of  the LORD, the God of  Israel. 
And there I have provided a place for the ark, in which
is the covenant of  the LORD which he made with our 
fathers, when he brought them out of  the land of  
Egypt.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
After three days he called together the local leaders of  
the Jews; and when they had gathered, he said to them,
“Brethren, though I had done nothing against the 
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people or the customs of  our fathers, yet I was 
delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of  
the Romans. When they had examined me, they 
wished to set me at liberty, because there was no 
reason for the death penalty in my case. But when the 
Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—
though I had no charge to bring against my nation. 
For this reason therefore I have asked to see you and 
speak with you, since it is because of  the hope of  
Israel that I am bound with this chain.” And they said 
to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about 
you, and none of  the brethren coming here has 
reported or spoken any evil about you. But we desire 
to hear from you what your views are; for with regard 
to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken 
against.” When they had appointed a day for him, they
came to him at his lodging in great numbers. And he 
expounded the matter to them from morning till 
evening, testifying to the kingdom of  God and trying 
to convince them about Jesus both from the law of  
Moses and from the prophets. And some were 
convinced by what he said, while others disbelieved. 
So, as they disagreed among themselves, they 
departed, after Paul had made one statement: “The 
Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through 
Isaiah the prophet: ‘Go to this people, and say, You 
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shall indeed hear but never understand, and you shall 
indeed see but never perceive. For this people’s heart 
has grown dull, and their ears are heavy of  hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; lest they should 
perceive with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and turn for me to heal 
them.’ Let it be known to you then that this salvation 
of  God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”
And he lived there two whole years at his own 
expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 
preaching the kingdom of  God and teaching about the
Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and unhindered.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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